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Important Contacts in the Church 

 
Pastor:  Rev. Jan Johnson, 309-267-3260 
Email: jancastegnarojohnson@comcast.net 
Prayer Chain:  Bette Fankhauser , 877-6723 
Email: blfankhauser@comcast.com 
Playmates Preschool:  Interim Director: Alfreda Tribout 
Newsletter Editor:  Bill Huebner, 876-1446, cell 855-7677 
Email: wshuebner.editor@prodigy.net 

Our Mission is to worship God,  

Welcome all who seek God, and 

Express our faith in our actions. 

Church Contact Information: 

3465 N. MacArthur Rd. 

Decatur, IL 62526 

Telephone:  877-2216        

Email:  firstchurchdecatur@sbcglobal.net 

Website:  www.firstchurchdecatur.org 

Office Hours:  Mon. –Thursday, 8:00-4:30 

Congregational Comments is a publication of 1st Congregational UCC, 3465 N. MacArthur Rd., Decatur, IL.  62526-1450.  Published monthly, it is used to keep its members informed 

about programs of the church and to report news about First Church’s people 

 Worship and Sunday School Times 

 
   9:00 am - Traditional Worship Service 
   9:15-10:15 am Sunday School 
 10:00 am - Fellowship Hour 
 11:00 am - Contemporary Worship        
       Service 
 11:15-11:40 am Sunday School 
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A Note from Pastor Jan 
 

Psalm 30: 5 

In the 1960’s, the Medical Mission Sisters toured the world on a small ship that 

brought medical supplies, doctors, nurses and some technology to countries we 

would now call 3rd World Countries.  They ministered to the impoverished in body, 

mind, and in spirit.  And they nuns (they were all nuns at that time) did it through the 

ministry of music!  Over the years their music changed in tone but not in style, the 

message was always centered around Christ and most often were parables put into 

song.  The first MMS song I heard and learned was soothing and melodic and in my 

young teen mind, made perfect sense.  The song was Joy Is Like the Rain.  The 

words: 

I saw raindrops on my window – Joy is like the rain                    
Laughter runs across my pane, slips away and comes again – Joy is like the rain. 
 
I saw clouds upon the mountain – Joy is like a cloud 
Sometimes silver, sometimes grey, always some not far away – Joy is like a cloud. 
 
I saw Christ in wind and thunder – Joy is tried by storm 
Christ doth speak within my boat, whipped by wind yet still afloat – Joy is tried by storm. 
 
I saw raindrops on the river – Joy is like the rain 
Bit by bit the river grows, ‘til all at once it overflows – Joy is like the rain. 
 
I thought of this song this morning when I saw AGAIN the mighty Mississippi River out of it’s banks – in Iowa, 
in Arkansas, in Mississippi, in Alabama.  I think there needs to be another verse to the Sister’s song, some-
thing along the lines of:  Joy is stunned by loss.  
 
The folks along the Mississippi have been in this situation before and they are there again, but thanks to their 
faith and the love and generosity of others, their loss will be overcome by Joy once again.  Let those of us with 
no water in our homes, offer prayer and gifts and loving support to all those who must again put their life back 
together.   
 
May the Joy of the Lord be your strength! 
 
Jan 
 
 
 

– Monday, August 12   8am – 4pm  Topic:   “Wood” – please call the 
church office to let us know you are coming.  We will do a project and Jan needs to know how many kits to 
get. 
 
Thank you! 
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General Information 
 

 

 

 

(A.K.A. Rally Day, Sunday Funday, etc) 
 

With the help of Chef Tucker of Richland Community College we will have a ‘teaching and tasting time’ on 
Saturday, September 7 from 9am – 1pm.  9-11 will be teaching.  11-1 will be tasting – a $10 donation at the 
door will get you into the fun and will get you a ticket in a door prize drawing.  If you prefer a 2 hour block of 
time, a $5 donation will be appreciated!  Funds will be used to defray the cost of the food and to the Culinary 
Program at RCC. 
 
Sunday, September 8 will be a Homecoming Day for all those Confirmed at First Church, Decatur since 1950.  
We are trying to contact as many Confirmands as possible, so if you know someone (especially from out of 
town) please let the office know and we will send an invitation.  During the 9am worship service we will have a 
Recognition and Renewal time. 
 
Following the 11am Praise Service, we will have a lunch in fellowship hall – Heart and Soul folks will be invit-
ed to join us for lunch and for the Bingo and Praise Band Concert and Cake Walk after we eat together.  
(Heart and Soul will not meet for their first practice until September 10 and so not be performing for us at that 
time – but maybe later) 

 
Make plans now for one or all of the gatherings and activities we will share in that weekend! 
 
 
 

Women’s Fellowship 
 
 
 
Women's Fellowship is all excited about our upcoming rummage sale the end of August. I do hope you are all 
saving that wonderful rummage for us along with those large brown paper bags from the grocery store...IF 
YOU  shop where they give them out.....ask  if you could have several more as I was told by a couple of you 
they give them to you. 
  
ALSO several of you have said you liked it when we sold cookies, etc...so get your juices going and stoves 
ready to bake some wonderful dessert items for us to sell on that Friday 30th and Sat. the 31st.  Anyone who 
would like to sit in the kitchen and sell them would be appreciated also.   
  
VOLUNTEERING at this sale will help our  Church out in getting things that are needed for all to enjoy. 
  
KEEP those items coming to the Church anytime and especially the brown bags and plastic bags. 
 
THANK IN ADVANCE 
DARLA 



Search Committee 
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1 Samuel 16: 6-13 – David Anointed as King 
 
6 When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before 
the Lord.”[a] 7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, 
because I have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appear-
ance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” 8 Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. 
He said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” 9 Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, 
“Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” 10 Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel 
said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of these.” 11 Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” 
And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, 
“Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.” 12 He sent and brought him in. Now he was 
ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the 
one.” 13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of 
the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 
 

The search committee has been very busy the past few months. At this point we have received 22 profiles. 
As we have reviewed them, we have released several and other we still have under consideration.   

We are searching for someone who matches the requests of the congregation as indicated by the survey tak-
en at the beginning of this process. The top 5 characteristics are: 

Is an effective preacher/speaker 
Makes pastoral calls on people in hospitals and nursing homes and those homebound 
Works regularly at bringing new members into the church 
Effective in working with youth 
Effective in planning and leading worship 

Like Samuel, we can assume that we’re looking for the most educated, most experienced candidate, or the 
candidate who looks and thinks just like us. Sometimes it’s difficult to determine what is in the heart of a per-
son because we stumble over their age, gender, race, sexual orientation, weight, disability, appearance, or 
family composition. Each of us has a mental picture of the ideal candidate. Obviously, we are seeking a well-
qualified candidate. The power of this 1 Samuel story is a reminder that God is choosing the candidate. It is a 
reminder of the importance of praying for God’s guidance at every step in our committee’s work. 

The Search Committee appreciates your continued support and prayers during our continued pursuit of a 
new minister.  

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+16&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-7602a


General Information 
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FFDO 

First Friday Dinner Out will be meeting on August 2 at 6:00 at Casa Fuentes. Let me know if you will be  

joining us.  

 

Sandy Harmison 

 

Women’s Retreat at Pilgrim Pank  
I would like to invite the ladies of First Congregational United Church of Christ to attend the Women’s Retreat 
at Pilgrim Park on September 27 and 28th. The cost is $116. Please feel free to ask me, Jeanette Flenner, 
Maureen Ruski or Debby Beal about our experience at this retreat. More information is available on the Pil-
grim Park web site.  

Sandy Harmison 

 

Women’s Fellowship Rummage Sale 

Women's Fellowship rummage sale is going to be taking over Fellowship Hall...August 28th  - 
29th  8:00 - 4:00 for setting up & pricing....30th  - 8:00 - 4:00 and 31st  8:00 - 11:00 AM SELLING all 
the wonderful items you bring in. Any questions see me in church or e-mail me.  Please plan to let 
me know when you can help set up, sell, load up what's left etc...Much appreciated. 

THANKS...AND  PLEASE save the brown paper bags from grocery store for us...we need at least 
100 brown bags. 

Darla Weltmer 

 
 

Meals on Wheels 

 
Thank you to these 16 First Church volunteers who helped deliver Meals on Wheels the week of  July 8: 

 

Jim and Jodi Baldwin   Sharon and Mac Butler Dave Carpenter 

Ruth and Paul Debruine Marlene Gant   Pastor Jan Johnson 

Ev and Shirley Kuhn  Gerry and Peggy Ruff  Don and Dee Wenneker 

Charles Zweck 

 

Some of these volunteers were delivering for the very first time.  If you think you might be interested in help-
ing, talk to one of these volunteers above and ask them about their experience.  Then if you have an hour to 
spare to help deliver Meals on Wheels, our church is scheduled to deliver again in September.  If you would 
like to be included on the list to help with this rewarding service and you have not already been contacted, 
please contact Sue Bunselmeyer, 877-5926 or leave a message at the church office. 



Thank You 
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Clarence & Carolyn Elliott 

Clarence  and Carolyn Elliott are very appreciative of  the many greetings sent our way in celebration of our 

65th wedding anniversary. 

Mrs. Jerry Scherer 

Just wanted to thank everyone for their kind thoughts, cards and prayers In Jerry’s memory.  

 

Ruby Voyles 

I want to say “Thank you” to all of those who attended my 95th Birthday Celebration. You helped make it a 

very special day. 

 



Children & Youth Activities 
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Children and Youth Summer Outreach Project 

 

Children’s Youth and Outreach ministries are teaming up to help with disaster relief in this country and around 
the world. This summer, we will be collecting items for School Kits and Hygiene Kits as a part of Church 
World Service’s disaster relief. We are also supporting the nurses at DMH with Hope Kits to send home with 
needy mothers with newborns and for babies who are going directly into foster care. 

A list of specific items needed will be posted and published as well as a poster showing the progress towards 
our goal of 50 School Kits, 50 Hygiene Kits and 25 Newborn Hope Kits. 

 

HYGIENE KITS 

One hand towel measuring approximately 15” x 28” to 16” x 32” (no fingertip, bath, dish towel or micro-
fiber) 

One washcloth 
One wide-tooth comb 
One fingernail or toenail clipper 
One bath-size bar of soap 
One toothbrush in the package 
Ten standard size Band-Aids 

 

SCHOOL KITS 

One pair of blunt scissors (rounded tip, only) 
Three 70-count bound notebooks or notebooks totaling 200-210 pages (no loose leaf or filler paper) 
One 30-centimeter /12” ruler 
One hand-held pencil sharpener 
One large eraser (no pencils with erasers) 
Six new, unsharpened pencils with erasers 
One box of 24 crayons 

 

NEWBORN HOPE KITS 

One sleep and play outfit 
Three onesie undershirts 
Two burp cloths 
One pack newborn diapers 
One pack diaper wipers 
Three pack Evenflo bottles 
Bottle brush 
Baby body wash and shampoo 
A & D diaper rash TREATMENT cream 
Safety 1st Baby Care Basics (brush, comb, clippers, nasal aspirator) 



Growing Hope 
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Formerly Foods Resource Bank 

 

GROWING PROJECT UPDATE – July 15 

Our growing project corn crop is six feet tall.  The old saying is “knee high by the Fourth of July” and we cer-

tainly made that.  We are very fortunate as many other farmers have not been able to get their crops planted 

in a timely manner this year and some are still waiting for water to recede enough for planting.  Our corn is 

tasseling so the crop is starting reproductive growth.  Rain is very important because the plant’s energy is now 

shifting toward the ear development.  This also means a fungicide application to help reduce the impact of foli-

ar leaf diseases will  happen within the next two weeks. 
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Finance Notes 

JUNE 2019 FINANCIAL REPORT 
   

    June 19       YTD 

Budget Income  $17,051.92  $102,311.52  

Budget Expense  $17,947.02  $107,682.12 

Income   $20,257.46  $103,523.00 

Expenses   $19,511.18  $104,247.31 



Happenings 
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God’s  
Busy Hands 

 
Tuesdays 

 
1:00 - 3:00 pm 

FFDO 

Casa Fiemtes 

August 2 

6:00 pm  

 

Admin Meeting 

Monday, August 19 

5:30 pm 

 

Council of       

Ministry Teams 

Monday, August 19 

6:30 pm 

Exploring 

Christian Faith 

Study Group  

 

Taking a Vacation 

Until After Labor 

Day  

Interim Task Force 

Members 

 

Gary Baker 

Jeanette Flenner 

Kelli Fonseca 

Erick Hubbard 

Alice Huebner 

Shelia Mannweiler 

Robert Ruehrup 

Summer Music 

 

August 11 Gavin Butts 

August 18 Jackie Hagan 



August Birthdays and Anniversaries  

God bless you on your 
birthday and each day the 
whole year through.  May 
all His blessings bring 
you joy in everything you 
do.           
                      
4.   Janet Tiede 
5.   Zachary Wernecke 
8.  Emery Bunselmeyer 
9.    Margie Malone 
  Isaiah Janvrin 
  Ellen Starace 
10. Dick Cheatham 
11. Gary Baker 
12. Jim Baldwin 
  Ruth DeBruine  
  Don Wenneker 
16.  Mya Lofland 
17.  Darby Mitchell 
21.  Betty Cummings 
  Melinda Redman 
22. Charles Tribout 
26. Gladys Alburtis  
28. Christopher Harmison 
  Terry Stoa 
29. Skip Mower 
  Kelly Brennan 
30. Betty Wheatley 
31.  Mark Jaberg 

And may the many blessings 
that have come from God 
above fill your hearts with all 
the joy of His enduring love. 
Happy Anniversary. 
 
1.  Rob & Penny Butts 
3.  Michael & Toni Longstreet 
4.  Jim & Jodi Baldwin 
     Allen & Ann Gerhold 
6.  Don & Stacey Carter 
8.  Jeff & Katie Wright 
9. Thomas & Paula Cordts 
11. David & Bobbie Taylor 
15. Brandon & Valerie                     
 Janvrin 
      Lynn & Darla Weltmer 
18. Robert & Sue Bunselmeyer 
19. Wesley & Lori Pietsch 
      Montana & Hayley Daniels 
23. Randal & Mary Beck 
25. Carl & Doris Jacobs 
26. Don & Dee Wenneker 
30. Brian & Jan Traughber 

August 2019                                    Page 11 



First Church Sunday Morning 

LITURGISTS 

Date 9:00 AM Service 11:00 AM Service 

   

August 4 Sharon Butler Sandy Harmison 

August 11 Chuck Zweck Mark & Jeanette Flenner 

August 18 Darla Weltmer Wes Pietsch 

August 25 Melinda Redman Steve & Kelli Fonseca 

   

   

August 4 Peggy Druessel  

August 11 Tom & Paula Cordts  

August 18 Don & Stacey Carter  

August 25 Lynn & Darla Weltmer  

   

   

August 4 Kristin Hargrove Sandy Harmison 

August 11 Marlene Gant Mark & Jeanette Flenner 

August 18 Kristin Hargrove Wes Pietsch 

August 25 Tom & Paula Cordts Steve & Kelli Fonseca 

   

   

August 4 Mac Bulter, Kristin Hargrove, 

Bob Bunselmeyer, Marilee 

Gordon 

 

August 11 Don & Dee Wenneker, Tom 

& Paula Cordts 

 

August 18 Bill & Alice Huebner, Frank 

& Shelly Smith 

 

August 25 Mike & Toni Longstreet, Ev 

& Shirley Kuhn 

 

   

Thank you to all who participate in these very important activities! 
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 Happenings 
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August Calendar 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 9:00 

Traditional 

10:00 Fellow 

ship Hour 

11:00 Con-

temporary 

5 6 

1:00 God’s 

Busy Hands 

7:00 Al-Anon 

8:00 AA 

7 8 9 10 

11 9:00 

Traditional 

10:00 Fellow 

ship Hour 

11:00 Con-

temporary 

12 

7:00        

Property 

Ministry 

13 

1:00 God’s 

Busy Hands 

7:00 Al-Anon 

8:00 AA 

14 15 16 17 

18 9:00 

Traditional 

10:00 Fellow 

ship Hour 

11:00 Con-

temporary 

19 

5:30 Admin 

6:30 Council 

Of Ministry 

Teams 

20 

1:00 God’s 

Busy Hands 

7:00 Al-Anon 

8:00 AA 

21 22 23 24 

25 9:00 

Traditional 

10:00 Fellow 

ship Hour 

11:00 Con-

temporary 

26 27 

1:00 God’s 

Busy Hands 

7:00 Al-Anon 

28 

8:00-4:00 

Rummage 

Sale Setup 

 

29 

8:00-4:00 

Rummage 

Sale Setup 

30 

8:00-4:00 

Rummage 

Sale 

31 

8:00-11:00 

Rummage Sale 



  

   
2019 Church Goals 

 

Your Council of Ministry Teams has approved the following 3 goals for 2019: 

 2019 Church Goals 

• Goal No. 1—Reestablish an active evangelism ministry 

• Goal No. 2—Instituting new fellowship programs for working women, men and young families 

• Goal No. 3—Hire a new pastor for the church. 

First Congregational UCC 

3465 N. MacArthur Rd. 

Decatur, IL 62526-1450 


