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Important Contacts in the Church 

 
Pastor:   
Prayer Chain:  Bette Fankhauser , 877-6723 
Email: blfankhauser@comcast.net 
Playmates Preschool:  Interim Director: Alfreda Tribout 
Newsletter Editor:  Bill Huebner, 876-1446, cell 855-7677 
Email: wshuebner.editor@prodigy.net 

Our Mission is to worship God,  

Welcome all who seek God, and 

Express our faith in our actions. 

Church Contact Information: 

3465 N. MacArthur Rd. 

Decatur, IL 62526 

Telephone:  877-2216        

Email:  firstchurchdecatur@sbcglobal.org 

Website:  www.firstchurchdecatur.org 

Office Hours:  Mon. –Thursday, 8:00-4:30 

Congregational Comments is a publication of 1st Congregational UCC, 3465 N. MacArthur Rd., Decatur, IL.  62526-1450.  Published monthly, it is used to keep its members informed 

about programs of the church and to report news about First Church’s people 

 Worship and Sunday School Times 

 
   9:00 am - Traditional Worship Service 
   9:15-10:15 am Sunday School 
 10:00 am - Fellowship Hour 
 11:00 am - Contemporary Worship        
       Service 
 11:15-11:40 am Sunday School 
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   Dear Church Family, 

  

I am excited as we begin our work again together at the end of August, just a few 

weeks away. As I mentioned in the Zoom town hall on June 27, I hope to steer our at-

tention toward our congregation’s wooded land and meadow, and ways we can couple 

biblical stewardship of our land with ministry to the surrounding community. This could 

mean re-opening the trails in the woods with prayer and Scripture reflections to make 

them a place of prayer and meditation; planting flowers and flora to promote habitat for 

threatened species like Monarch butterflies and honeybees; and using our land as a 

tool to teach others about God’s creation of the world and how ecosystems work to 

keep us healthy. 

When God created humankind, we were given dominion over all living things on the planet (Genesis 

1:26). The LORD entrusted the welfare of fish, birds, animals – even plants and trees – to our care. God did-

n’t relinquish ownership, as “the Earth and everything in it are the LORD’s” (Psalm 24:1).  However, God did 

make us stewards, giving us the power to make decisions on how best to manage the Earth’s wildlife and re-

sources. When humanity sinned and fell into error, it didn’t just affect us; it also affected everything we over-

see. The Apostle Paul writes, “[T]he creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption…for we 

know that the whole creation groans and suffers…” (1 Cor. 8:21-22).  

As we observe the world around us, we can see creation groaning and suffering. Not only do we see it 

as Christians, but those who have never heard the Gospel see it, too. While caring for creation is good and 

right as our duty, it also can be an evangelism tool. It’s been said that God shifts public consciousness in 

each culture and generation to prepare people to receive the Gospel of Christ. The story of creation, its fall, 

and the redemption found through Jesus is an unknown one to many today, especially the young.  God has 

given us the wonderful resource of our land to use to share this story and live out our Christian faith in the 

world. 

What ideas to you have to minister to the broader community with our building and grounds?  Perhaps 

we could sponsor a community garden?  What about evening prayer and worship in our pavilion?  Maybe we 

could install bat boxes that would attract these endangered animals out of the bell tower and toward the back 

part of our land instead?  I’d love to hear what you sense the Spirit is saying. Feel free to drop me your 

thoughts about these and other possible ministry initiatives at pastorryan@firstchurchdecatur.org. This 

email account is up and active, so feel free to reach out now. I look forward to hearing from you, and even 

more to seeing you in person. 

In the peace and love of Jesus Christ, 

mailto:pastorryan@firstchurchdecatur.org


August 2020                        Page 3 

Good By Pastor Jan 

 

 

Pastor Jan 

Opening  

Gifts from the  

People of the  

Church 

People Saying 

Good By 

To  

Pastor Jan 
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Notes from Pastor Jan 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To the members of First Congregational United Church of Christ in Decatur, 
 

I was truly bowled over this past Tuesday evening as I greeted people car after car after car!  I was only 
able to get pictures for about half of them mostly because I didn't think to do that before I got started; but, 
when I got home and I was looking at the gifts that the congregation had given me and some others in the 
congregation had given me, I was truly moved by your generosity! And then I opened the cards! I truly have 
no words to express my feelings about your love for Christ and his church and about that love being extend-
ed to me!  I am humbled and I am grateful for the privilege of having served you and I will pray for your fu-
ture and for the new ministry that you will undertake with Pastor Travis' guidance and direction. 
 

Thank you, thank you, thank you! 
 

In Christ, 
 

The Retired Reverend Jan Johnson 

 

 

To the congregation & membership of First Church, Decatur: 

 

I know that you are creatures of habit and that you guard that habit religiously. But I truly urge you to do 
some new things that encourage faith and spirituality; old things done in different ways will lift your spirits 
and encourage your faith bringing new energy.  Remember your elderly, those who made sure you had a 
family of faith to nurture your children.  Provide for your preschool with good teachers, loving individuals 
supported by the congregation. 
 

And know that you are not alone.  There are other churches and people all over Illinois who are praying for 
you and lifting you up!  Encourage one another!  Be kindhearted and tender loving to all people.  Let the 
love of Christ reflect in you -- in your words, in your actions, and in your attitudes! 
 

In the service of Christ, Rev. Jan Johnson 



Womens Fellowship Trip to Dollville 
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Womens Fellowship had scheduled a visit to St. Paul’s United Church of Christ in Dollville, Il for June.  With 
Covid, we didn’t know if we would be able to make the trip, but we went on June 26.  Rev. Steve Nance met 
with us as well as a couple of the congregants – one of whom is Al Gerhold’s aunt Elvah. Pastor Steve wore 
the hat and robe of the early days. 

  
As we came up the hill, the sun was gleaming on the copper roof and steeple of this beautiful church.  It is 
one room building with a balcony, a basement and a very high pulpit.  Interestingly, they also kept the confes-
sional booths that were once used.  They, of course, are not used now, but you can tell that’s what they are/
were. 
  
The first pastor was Rev. Gallster from Wittenberg, Germany who was Marie Bauer’s grandfather.  He had 
been in churches in Ohio and Indiana before coming to Illinois.  The church also owns a cemetery where Rev. 
Gallster is buried and so are lots of Gerholds.  It is located on a hill a few miles from the church and on either 
side of the cemetery are cows who were curious about us. 
  
It was an enjoyable trip and we loved  getting out after being sheltered at home for several weeks. 
  
Sheila Witts-Mannweiler 

Back Row 

Norma        

Longenfelter, 

Sheila Witts-

Mannweiler 

Pat Mahr 

Front Row 

Alice Huebner 

Betty Wheatley 

Judi Carpenter 



More on the Trip to Dollville 
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Rev. Nance in “Costume” 

Inside of church  Grave of Al Gerhold’s Relation 



Women’s Fellowship 
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WOMENS FELLOWSHIP is planning a trip on Friday, July 24 to The Farm at                  
Petersburg, Illinois for a tour of the garden and gift shop. 

We will meet in Fellowship Hall at 8:30 for a short meeting then plan to carpool to The Farm which is west of 
Springfield.  We will have a self-tour of the garden and gift shop for about 2 hours and then go to the Morn-
ingstar Mercantile and Café in Salisbury (which we pass on the way to The Farm) for lunch at 12:30.   We will 
order from the menu which has soup, salads, sandwiches and wonderful desserts. 

Obviously, we need reservation so please let me know at 877-4332, text at 620-8196 or email at               
sheila938@comcast.net no later than Tuesday, July 22.  Please let me know, also, if you can drive for the 
carpool. 

Sheila Witts-Mannweiler 

 

 Annual Women's Fellowship Rummage Sale Update 
 
The annual church rummage sale has been moved to the last weekend in September, the 26th and 27th, with 
prep taking place Wednesday and Thursday, the 24th and 25th.  Of course, that could change if the COVID 
situation continues or gets worse.  In the meantime, please plan to help by providing items for sale and help-
ing with sorting, pricing, and selling.  Since we've all had more time at home than we normally do, have you 
been setting items aside?  Great!  And if you haven't, you still have time.  Clean out, pare down, get your 
space tidy.  And save stuff for the rummage sale.  A word of caution:  if you wouldn't be seen dead in an item 
of clothing, please don't bring it to the rummage sale.  Go ahead and toss it.  We need clean, wearable cloth-
ing, not rags.  That caution also applies to household items.  If it doesn't work, please don't bring it; perhaps 
you can find a place for it, but it's not the rummage sale.  We thank you for heeding these cautions.   
  
We aren't ready to accept rummage sale items just yet, so please stay tuned for more information.  We will 
need lots of help!  If you have questions, give me a call and I'll do my best to answer them. 
  
Judi Carpenter 

mailto:sheila938@comcast.net


Growing Hope Globally 
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Growing Hope Globally Growing Project June Update  

We continue celebrating our church’s 15th Growing Hope Globally Grow-

ing Project. This is the third update for the growing season.   

Our crop has transitioned from the vegetative to the reproductive growth stages. The crop is at the R1 growth 

stage, which means it is in full pollination. The tassels shed pollen to fertilize the silk and create the kernels 

on the ear. Each kernel has a silk.  This is a big process for the corn plant, which is still growing and photo-

synthesizing. The corn crop was very grateful to receive some rain over the weekend to help recharge during 

this pollination process. A foliar fungicide was applied this week by the spray plane. The fungicide helps the 

corn plant fight disease, encourages standability for fall harvest, and maximizes yield potential. The field has 

accumulated 1595 growing degree units since planting, which is tracking about 160 heat units greater than 

the past five-year average 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                        Chase Leman photographed the plane while it was spraying    
                                                       at our Growing Hope Globally corn field. .  

Fun facts about pollination:  Corn silks are roughly 90% water and can grow 1.5 inches per day. The aver-

age corn tassel produces 5 million grains of pollen, which is commonly shed between 9-11am (when temper-

atures rise, and humidity drops.)  
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Finance Notes 

JUNE  2020 FINANCIAL REPORT 
   

    June  20       YTD 

Budget Income  $18,051.25           $108,307.50  

Budget Expense  $18,515.41           $111,082.46 

Income   $12,598.00  $92,219.78 

Expenses   $15,599.96        $97,210.15 



Happenings 
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God’s  
Busy Hands 

 
Tuesdays 

 
1:00 - 3:00 pm 

FFDO 

No Dinner In 

August 

 

Admin Meeting 

Monday, August 17 

5:30 pm 

 

Council of       

Ministry Teams 

Monday, August 17 

6:30 pm 

 

Both Meetings may 

be by Zoom 

 

Exploring 

Christian Faith 

Study Group  

 

Off for Summer 

 

Choir Room 

 

 

Choir 
Off For    

Summer 

 

First Ringers 

Off For  

Summer 



August Birthdays and Anniversaries  

God bless you on your 
birthday and each day the 
whole year through.  May 
all His blessings bring 
you joy in everything you 
do.           
  

And may the many blessings 
that have come from God 
above fill your hearts with all 
the joy of His enduring love. 
Happy Anniversary. 
 
 

1.  Rob & Penny Butts 

3.  Michael & Toni Longstreet 

4.  Jim & Jodi Baldwin 

6.  Don & Stacey Carter 

8.  Jeff & Katie Wright 

9. Thomas & Paula Cordts 

11. David & Bobbie Taylor 

15. Brandon & Valerie                     
 Janvrin 

      Lynn & Darla Weltmer 

18. Robert & Sue Bunselmeyer 

19. Wesley & Lori Pietsch 

      Montana & Hayley Daniels 

23. Randal & Mary Beck 

26. Don & Dee Wenneker 

30. Brian & Jan Traughber 

 

 

 

4.   Janet Tiede 

5.   Zachary Wernecke 

8.  Emery Bunselmeyer 

9.   Margie Malone 

  Isaiah Janvrin 

  Ellen Starace 

10. Dick Cheatham 

11. Gary Baker 

12. Jim Baldwin 

  Ruth DeBruine  

  Don Wenneker 

16.  Mya Lofland 

17.  Darby Mitchell 

21.  Betty Cummings 

  Melinda Redman 

22. Charles Tribout 

26. Gladys Alburtis  

28. Christopher Harmison 

  Terry Stoa 

29. Skip Mower 

  Kelly Brennan 

30. Betty Wheatley 

31.  Mark Jaberg 
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First Church Sunday Morning 

LITURGISTS 

Date 9:00 AM Service 11:00 AM Service 

   

August 2 Penny Butts  

August 9 Alice Huebner  

August 16 Judi Carpenter  

August 23 Dee Wenneker  

August 30 Ellen Starace  

   

August 2 Tom & Paula Cordts  

August 9 Peggy Druessel No Second Service 

August 16 Marylin Cushing  

August 23   

August 30 Robert Ruehrup  

August 2   

August 9   

August 16 No Fellowship Hour  

August 23   

August 30   

   

August 2 Tom & Paula Cordts  

August 9 Bill & Alice Huebner  

August 16 Dave & Judi Carpenter  

August 23 Don & Dee Wenneker  

August 30 Ev & Shirley Kuhn  

   
Thank you to all who participate in these very important activities! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 

9:00 

Sunday     

Service 

3  7:00  

Property 

Meeting 

4 1:00 God’s 

Busy Hands 

7:00 Al-Anon 

8:00 AA 

5 6 7 8 

9 

9:00 

Sunday     

Service 

10 11 1:00 

God’s 

Busy Hands 

7:00 Al-Anon 

12 13 14 15 

16 

9:00 

Sunday     

Service 

17  

5:30 Admin 

6:30 Council  

18 1:00 

God’s 

Busy Hands 

7:00 Al-Anon 

19 20 21 22 

23 

9:00 

Sunday     

Service 

24 25 1:00 

God’s 

Busy Hands 

7:00 Al-Anon 

26 27 28 29 

30 

9:00 

Sunday     

Service 

31      

August Calendar  



  

   
2020 Church Goals 

 

Your Council of Ministry Teams has approved the following 2 goals for 2020 

 2020 Church Goals 

• Goal No. 1— Hire a new pastor for the church. 

• Goal No. 2—Instituting new fellowship programs for working women, men and young families 

First Congregational UCC 

3465 N. MacArthur Rd. 

Decatur, IL 62526-1450 


