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A Not e

Mere Words Can Make Us

h tist was beheaded because he
[ g Herod& wad ewi tamgkirs nigr @¢ thlee rwo

f Mptt Bewphdnlbecame the first

e authorities that God did not
f rrreli ®i0Qus | ifdermteistey t Whctfd gar

a amwnt hitrad kiing about politics
S d, yet, we must talk about bot
h d of person who reads both th
ens both Rush Limbaugh and NPR, an
er a and the Wall Street Jour nal (¢
"news" for dumbing down our cul tur e, [ can even suff
have my own strong (stubborn?) convictions, I i ke t
points strengthened, but just occasionally, I am per
everyomel uding those with -whogmiln sat rnoonrgel yb adliasnacgerde ev i
me, and that is indispensable to a pastor. Trust me,
I was often pulled icking and screaming. At first
what | truly held deahatOnse I gowusébedr Gebhatedguhdeg
this exercise, but it took | ots of time and effort,
And therein |lies the probl em. We get disturbed b
because @wecamfindent i n our own. Deep inside, we ar e
are convinced those on the other side are wr ondgl bve
marginalized. The way many of wus deal with this fear
rational regions df hoauvre btroaienv,ens oc owes iddoenr t he ot her p
ri ght generates an escape from our anxiety. Operatin
selves into a position of superiority, condemning ot |
Whenever we feel anger and rage rise up on the in
than to speak his or her mind, we ar e @ceo nspoe | @ pesdetad.lol Iyt:
the other person wkhoahasnamsgeretdyuwithin oursel ves.
the rightness of our position, why would we feel so I
It also is a sign of a Il ack of faith in God. God
13:5). God always provided a faithful remnant &f fpée
|l ower s (| slaébi)ah Whla:tlelveri pouorg resisriiveens conservatogei zeaer
Our anger toward our opponent is misplaced. We need
really are commanded to | ove our enemies and pr éay f
never be able to do that wuntil you are secure in God
no excuse for bad behavior toward others.

I n Chri st,
Ry an
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EVENTS

LENTEN BIBLE STUDY

Pastor Ryan wil!/| l ead a Thursday evening Bible study
and will focus on the topic, "What's Wrlomeg 3SM ucdcdy Usi?l. |
why we often feel Sso stressed, l onely, tired, depres
al so explore God's remedy for this broken aspect of
The study will take pad:axC Alndm.taree Llwed cgpeanef.r om 6
Wome®m Fell owship
February 16th the Women's Fellowship wildl hold their
ship IHavilt.e your friends to comelaanidceenKaohyi [tah ewiaflt eprrr
program on her daughters work in Occupatiomaint Blcer D
| mwel t mer @Manbh ad&@BOr ma-3®@5H52 or BIBI3&n &8MAkKke a reservat
enough of everything!!
Hope to see a |l arge crowd!!
C,
%,
Decatur Area Church Women
Decatur Area Church Women United will hold their Rep
ruary 12th at 9:00 AM at St. Peter's African Methodi
The Bible Study wil!/l be | ed by Ardena Hunter | eadi n¢
United Methodist Church on Alrli darye Miam i d2df dtra tnackt.edrddr
contact Darla | mweltmer @ uno. com.

February
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El evator Capital

ELEVATOR CAMPAI GN

As the Status Report below shows, with the money we
enough money to install the elevator. Additional mo n
the pledges are received in the next two years, we s
money we are borrowing.
Property Ministry is beginning work with the contrac
al at the February Church Council meeting.
Thank you all for your generous giving to this great
Bill Huebner, Church President
STATUS REPORT
ELEVATOR FUND
1/14/2018
Estimated Cost of Project 130,000.00
Beginning Balance - 10/31/17 10,712.50
Transfers
Capital Campaign Fund 36,567.16
Crookshank Memorial 2,180.00
Pastoral Care Ministry 2,650.74
Total Transfers 41,397.90
Donations
November 3,050.00
December 19,362.50
Total Donations 22,412.50
Cash in Account - 12/31/27 74,522.90
Remaining Amount Needed 55,477.10
Pledges Received 41,550.00
Pledges Outstanding 35,350.00

Money available from Reserve Fund
Transfer Up to 50,000.00
Loan Up to 20,000.00

February 2018




Kroger Rewards P

community
rewards

Dear FI RST CONGREGATI ONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRI S
The Kroger Family of Stores is committed to bringing
a variety of activities, including charitable giving
of Kroger. We are also committed to carefully protec
their expectation of privacy, we have adopted a simp
mati on. Our privacy policy applies to Community Rewa
retailer, we deeply value our ability to support 1|l oc
Your supporters (30 hokKs elgedtdwd 1A 0 da7nsth28 @poelgd’Cynt |l e 201
Qtr 4) have co®90ith@ta¢é¢ddomayowmn. Your organization w
this amount witHieh0 138. dlafy sy du ohhmavie any questions, pl e
or visit our website at www. krogercommunityrewards. c
Kroger store

Don't forget to use your newsletter, website, and ev
zation The more your supporters shop with us, the m
Thank you,

Community Rewards Staff

Thank vou all that are using Kroger Rewards Prog
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MIi tten Tree Looking
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WI NTER WEATHERIROLIh@Y:event of inclement weather
the decision wild/l be made bA/ nbe sOsOaagre owni | S u nbdea yp orso
tel ephone system nolol atheerc kt tahne TmeRsPsha@gfet, e rc atl H e 8r7¢
greeting plays, press "5" for general announceme

nNance Not es

DECEMBER Z2FRIINNANCI| AL REPORT

Dec 17 YTD
Budget I ncome$18,288.92%$201,178.12
Budget Expensé&17,714.72%$194,861.92
| ncome $23,915.00%$202,406.90
Expenses $22,921.11%$200, 488. 56

“The heart-shaped communion wafers
were a nice touch for Valentine's Day.”
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Calling all Vol
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