IMPORTANT NOTICES

Newsletter Changes

THIS IS THE LAST NEWSLETTER THAT WILL BE MAILED TO
ALL MEMBERS AND FRIENDS OF THE CONGREGATION. DUE
TO POST REGULATORY CHANGES REQURING HEAVIER PA-
PER AND MORE SEALS THAT GREATLY INCREASE THE MAIL-
ING COSTS AND LABOR, CHURCH COUNCIL HAS DECIDED TO
DISCONTINUE MAILING NEWSLETTERS AS USUAL.

The February newsletter will be available in three forms:

e Printed newsletters will be available in the church narthex
and church office. Large print newsletters will also be availa-
ble.

¢ A newsletter will be emailed to all those on the present email
list. See note below to have the church office add you to the
email list.

e Several months’ issues of the newsletter will be posted on
the church’s website.  www.FirstChurchDecatur.com

Information Update

First Church is also taking this opportunity to update our records.
You will be receiving a letter and a call from a First Church repre-
sentative to verify your newsletter and membership preferences. If
you prefer to respond to the church office (217) 877-2216 or
firstchurchdecatur@sbcglobal.net before receiving a call or letter,
you may.
Please include the following information:

e Name changes, children or those no longer living here

e Address changes

e Phone number changes
E-mail address (to continue to receive the newsletter)
If you wish not to receive a newsletter you may include your wishes
to be removed as a friend of First Church. If you have moved or no
longer wish to maintain your membership at First Church, we do ask
that you notify us in writing (e-mail or letter to the church office is
acceptable).
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11:00 am - Contemporary Worship
Service

Q :15-12:00 am Sunday School /
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Pastor Dave Taylor
HAPPY NEW YEAR!

| hope you all had a won-
derful Christmas and New Year’s.
Many thanks for all the beautiful
cards.

In these early days of
112013, | am reminded how most of
us are creatures of habit. We have
definite ideas about when to take
down the tree and decorations we so lovingly put up just a few weeks
ago. We eat certain foods to celebrate the New Year. And many of
us faithfully make resolutions for the coming year, regardless of how
last year’s resolutions turned out.

Before the year gets away from us, this is the time to get off to
a great start spiritually. All the other parts matter - the commitment to
exercise more, to eat healthy, to work on our relationships, finances,
whatever aspects we intend to improve. Our spiritual life helps hold
the other parts together, helping to make sense of them, giving them
deeper meaning, bringing peace at times when things don’t go so
well. It is our spiritual life, our ongoing relationship with God, that helps
guide us and fill our lives with God’s meaning, peace, hope, love, and

joy.

How to make a good beginning for the year ahead? We can
take a cue from our New Year’s habits: leave behind the old and wel-
come the new. Consider what is NOT working: a lifeless prayer rou-
tine, entertaining nagging doubts or negative thoughts without seek-
ing help with them, simply not making the time to be attentive to your
spirit, or dealing with hurtful religious baggage from the past. Whatev-
er the obstacle is, like that dried up Christmas tree, toss it out! Let it
go. It's taking up space in your soul that is needed for something
much better that God has in mind.

And take on something new: get out of your comfort zone and
come to a Sunday morning class or a Bible Study, explore new areas
of your faith, come to worship more often. Throughout the coming
weeks and months, there will be a variety of opportunities for you to
enhance your spiritual well-being. | hope you will join me in making it
the main priority for 2013.

Some folks welcome being done with 2012 — ‘out with the old
and in with the new.” Yet it is important that we continue to be mindful
in our prayers and actions for those who continue to face challenges

emotionally, physically, financially, and spiritually. May we continue to lift
up our faith family and beyond for God’s continued care and healing. We
pray for those who grieve for loved ones killed by a gunman and healing
for a small town in Connecticut, and we pray for those who continue to
rebuild after Hurricane Sandy. Each of these who suffer is a part of our
faith family. God is with us and all people providing strength, healing, re-
sources and hope for all God’s people.

As we enter the season of Epiphany, we are especially watchful
for God'’s revealing light. To be attentive to the Spirit is to learn to carry
that light with us always, no matter what the road may bring.

A blessed, healthy, peaceful, joyous, Spirit-filled New Year to you
all!

We invite you and a friend to join us for worship at First Congre-
gational United Church of Christ on Sundays at 9:00AM for our
Traditional Service and 11:00AM for our Contemporary Service.
We also have a faith growing Sunday School and Bible Study op-
portunities for children, youth and adults. Also at 10:00AM dis-
cover a new friend or renew a current friendship by visiting over deli-
cious refreshments in Fellowship Hall.
Pastor Dave

ANIMATE - our January Bible Study

“‘Animate” is a new adult course developed to start conversation
around big ideas of the Christian faith

Seven leading Christian leaders will help us explore such topics
as “Faith is a Quest”, “Spirituality is Not Enough,” and much more. In-
terested? Tell Pastor Dave or the Church Office so a Bible Study
meeting time can be discussed and set. Join us as we explore and

grow in our faith!

Thanksgiving Offering to Good Samaritan Inn

Total giving to the Thanksgiving Offering to Good Samaritan Inn,
$773.

Carolyn Elliott and Betty Wheatley
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‘ God
bless you on your birthday and
each day the whole year
through, May all His blessings
bring you joy in everything you
do.

2. Emily Beck
3. Jared Grandon
4. Alice Huebner
Laura Gerhold
Holly Riewski
Luke Puckett Jr.
Stacy Baker
Ross Hartman
0. Paul DeBruine
Wallace Reifsteck
Kathy Richandson
11. Holly Hamilton
12. Carolyn Elliott
Joshua Smith
13. Ann Gerhold
Mark Henry
14. Jessica Jenner
15. Ellen Henry
16. Ted Michell
Jerome Scherer
19. Gloria Cheatham
Betty Johnson
Kyle Nicholson
Simon Nicholson
20. Gary Sawyer
21. Charles Stringer
Greg Williams
22. Michael Gann
23. Homer Leoucis
24. Ned Cummings
Susan Daley
Edward Yonan
25. Marlene Gant
26. Mark Daley
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26. Neal Janvrin

27. Christi Clifton
Russell Tiede

29. Carol Blackwell
Caitlin Kelly
Shirley Zimmerman

WEDDING
ANNIVERSARIES:

And may the many blessings
that have come from God
above fill your hearts with all
the joys of His enduring love.
Happy Anniversary!

4. William & Martha Crookshank

20. Mark & Jeanette Flenner
28. Ronald & Jean McCane

JANUARY

FIRST SERVICE
VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE

JANUARY 6
LITURGIST: Dee Wenneker
FLOWERS:

COFFEE:

USHERS/GREETER: Todd &
Christina Clark, Marilee Gordon &
Bill Huebner

JANUARY 13
LITURGIST: Sharon Burbes
FLOWERS:

COFFEE:

USHERS/GREETER: Jodi Bald-
win, Bill & Martha Crookshank &
Mark Flenner

JANUARY 20
LITURGIST: Judi Carpenter
FLOWERS:

COFFEE:
USHERS/GREETER: Al & Ann
Gerhold, Sheila Mannweiler &
Sandi Pleasants

JANUARY 27
LITURGIST: Bill Huebner
FLOWERS:

COFFEE:

USHERS/GREETER: Joe & Carol

Robertson, Ted & Darby Mitchell

SECOND SERVICE
VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE

JANUARY 6
USHER/GREETER: Sandy
Harmison
REFRESHMENTS: Sandy
Harmison

JANUARY 13
USHER/GREETER: Mike Koyak
REFRESHMENTS: Mike Koyak

JANUARY 20
USHER/GREETER: Bruce &
Debbie Whitney
REFRESHMENTS: Bruce &
Debbie Whitney

JANUARY 27
USHER/GREETER: Betty
Wheatley
REFRESHMENTS: Betty
Wheatley

Ushers &Greeters




THANK YOU FROM OUTREACH MINISTRY

Our mitten tree in Fellowship Hall was loaded with 35 scarves, 89 hats,
89 mittens and gloves, 2 headbands, 3 potholders and 1 pair of socks.
Many of these items were beautifully knitted and lovingly crocheted by
our church family. All of these have been delivered to DOVE for their
community Christmas baskets. Many families will be warmer this win-
ter thanks to your help.

Poinsettias

If you ordered a Poinsettia, please remember to pick it up after the Christmas
Eve service. Thank you for sharing them with us. Merry Christmas.

Unhanging of the Greens

We will be "Unhanging the Greens" on January 6th after the second service. If
you can volunteer to help package the decorations and return them to the at-
tic, we would appreciate your assistance. Hope we can count on many of you
to help.

THANK YOU TO MEMBERS OF FIRST CHURCH
FOR A SUCCESSFUL STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN

The Stewardship Notebooks have been returned and the Enclosure
Envelopes tabulated. Eighty-four pledge cards were returned with the
amount of $159,259.00 pledged for 2103 expenses; an increase of
$26,469.00 from 2012. Pledged for Outreach for 2013 was $19,446.00;
an increase of $886.00 from 2012.

The First Church congregation will be able to continue current pro-
grams and begin to consider new ideas during the church structure
transition.

The Nominating/Stewardship Ministry — Betty Cummings, Pat Mahr,
Sheila Mannweiler, Sherry Palmer and Alice Huebner

S

% Food Resource Bank

Here is a wrap-up on the Foods Resource Bank grow-
ing project for 2012.

With the central lllinois drought in full force, we feel lucky that our corn
crop averaged 130 bushels per acre. We sold it for $8.52 per bushel.
The high sale price helped make up for the lower than usual yield.
With this sale amount added to the funds donated to the FRB growing
project, we had $9,417.87 for our donation to FRB. Ten percent of this
amount was designated to the general operating expenses of the
Foods Resource Bank and the remaining 90 percent went to a sustain-
able food program in Kenya. This program is teaching the people of
Kenya conservation agriculture and application of manure and crop
residue to improve soil and water-retention qualities. The people are
learning to plant in trenches where they have replaced the rocky soil
with more suitable planting material. Small animals such as rabbits,
goats and chickens are “loaned” from which the families are expected
to pass on offspring to other families. It is hoped that the children who
have left school to help their parents in the work force will be able to go
back to school when the food supply is more stable. This is a newer
FRB program in Kenya and we are planning to continue to support it
with our 2013 harvest.

Thanks to all for helping the people of Kenya experience the dignity
and pride of feeding themselves.




b Vouthh Activites

A~ © CELEBRATE OUR SENIOR MEMBERS

Join the
Youth Group

On January 19", 2013 dinner will be served at 5:00 PM in the fellow-
ship hall for those of us who are in the ‘Over 60’ crowd. This will be
our 3" ‘Celebrate our Seniors Dinner’ and will include beautiful table
settings with tablecloths and candles, wonderful service by our youth,
and music from the 40’s, 50’s and 60'’s.

Please RSVP to the church office (877-2216), or to Joe Moretti at
ajmo40@comcast.net by January 14", 2012. Anyone who would like to
come and needs a ride, please let us know when you RSVP.

SUPER BOWL

It will soon be time for THE SUPER BOWL—can’t stop it so you might
as well get prepared for it, and the Youth Group has a great idea. On
February 3", 2012 if you are having a party or just relaxing in your arm
-chair, why not enjoy the game with a big plate of Chili Mac prepared
for you by our very own Youth Group. You can even pick it up be-
tween services that morning. The youth will be taking orders between
services in fellowship hall on Sunday, January 27”‘, or call the church
office (877-2216), email Joe Moretti at ajmo40@comcast.net, or tell
any Youth Ministry member how much you need by January 31% and it
will be ready for you on February 3.

All proceeds will go toward the Youth Mission Trip in July 2013.

Adult Program News

We missed the December newsletter, but nonetheless, Adult Program
Ministry would like to thank all of our church family who pitched in to
help at the Thanksgiving Dinner. We had eighty-one in attendance. We
appreciate the extra help; from clearing the tables, dish scraping and
washing, cutting desserts, and putting away tables and chairs. A good
time was had by all.

The Progressive Dinner’s new format worked out great! Thanks to
our hosts, Peggy and Gerry Ruff and Todd and Christina Clark. We
had fifty-five guests and no one went home hungry. A special thanks to
Chef Mark Bunselmeyer for the deliciously prepared rib roast and
chickens. It was a great way to kick off the Christmas season.

Upcoming events are being planned. Keep a look out in the Sunday
bulletin for more information.

Caroling

Sunday, December 16, found 16 "angels" caroling to 12 of our First
Church family and friends (plus some of their friends and family!) who
are unable to join us in worship. It was a long day, but those we visited
and those who did the visiting were truly blessed. Thanks to all those
who participated in some way to make this annual tradition a huge suc-
cess. Marsha Mower

Gaudy Sweaters

Thank you to all who participated in the gaudy sweater event on De-
cember the 16". Your involvement made is “happen’.

Clarence Elliott for Worship/Music Ministry
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Book Cart in Fellowship
Hall

Anyone who knows children from
the ages of birth to 12 years please
feel welcome to select books to
check out from the Book Cart. The
cart was a donation from a member
as well as most of the books. Just
sign your name on a card from the
book, put the card in the file box,
and return the card and book to the
cart when you are finished reading
the book(s).

NOVEMBER 2012 FINANCIAL REPORT

Budget Income
Budget Expense
Income

Expenses

Leaning Tower of Babel
Nov 12 YTD
$15,739.17 $173,130.87
$17,140.48 $188,545.28
$19,306.89 $184,217.17
$14,068.78 $168,766.12

REMINDER TO THE
CONGREGATION

BUILDING USE POLICY AND PROCEDURES FOR NON-
WEDDING USE OF THE CHURCH.

As of September, 2011 all people/groups using the church
building and facilities must sign an agreement so that Users will
hold the church harmless for any liability which may result from
any person using the facilities or equipment. Also, the church
shall maintain the right to exercise advisory leadership over
any group meeting in the church.

Costs are as follows, a $50 rental fee (two separate checks for
$25 each) will be required in advance from all groups using
FCC’s building. One $25 check will be refunded if the Church
facilities and /or equipment are left in acceptable condition. For
groups exempt from fees, gifts may be made to FCC to off-set
costs assumed by the FCC.

LENDING CHURCH PROPERTY

Church property and equipment may leave the church building
for approved church functions or the functions of affiliated or-
ganizations, but it must be checked out. There are forms in the
Church Office and Kitchen to check out property. Removal of
any item valued at over $100 must be approved by Church
Council. No church property may leave the church for private
use or for the use of non-affiliated organizations.




HAVE YOU ALWAYS WANTED TO
BE A MINISTER?

If you have dreamed of being a minister and leading a church
service, First Church has a deal for you. We are looking for
people who could lead a church service when Pastor Dave is
on vacation or otherwise unavailable. You could give a ser-
mon, talk about groups you are in, present a travel show, etc.
The church needs a list of people who could fill in for the pas-
tor. If you have an interest in helping the church in this way,
please contract Pastor Dave, the Church office or Christina
Clark.

Christmas Pageant 2012

The Christmas Pageant at Church was Decembers 9. Everyone had a
good time. The kids did a great job. Many thanks to all the adults that
helped put on the pageant.




Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
Church Services 1 2 3 4 5
9:00 Traditional Church Office
Closed
11:00 Contempo-
rary Worship
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
1:00 God’s Busy
Hands 4:15-7:15 LOGOS 5:45 First Ring-
7:00 Adult Choir 7:30 Choir ers
7:00 Al-anon
8:00 AA
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
6:00 Worship/ 1:00 God’s Busy 5:00 Celebrate
music Hands 4:15-7:15 LOGOS 1:00 Book Club Our Seniors
7:00 Super 7:00 Adult Choir [7:30 Choir 5:45 First Ring- Dinner
Monday 7:00 Al-anon ers
8:00 AA
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
7:00 Church 1:00 God’s Busy
Council Hands 4:15-7:15 LOGOS 5:45 First Ring-
7:00 Al-anon 7:30 Choir ers
8:00 AA
27 28 29 30 31
1:00 God’s Busy *
Hands 4:15-7:15 LOGOS 5:45 First Ring- i fla
7:00 Al-anon 7:30 Choir ers J A N U A RY
8:00 AA




