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Important Contacts in the Church 

 
Pastor:  Rev. Ryan Travis, 217-413-4272 
Email: pastorryan@firstchurchdecatur.org 
Prayer Chain:  Bette Fankhauser , 877-6723 
Email: blfankhauser@comcast.com 
Playmates Preschool:  Interim Director: Alfreda Tribout 
Newsletter Editor:  Bill Huebner, 876-1446, cell 855-7677 
Email: wshuenber.editor@prodigy.net 

Our Mission is to worship God,  

Welcome all who seek God, and 

Express our faith in our actions. 

Church Contact Information: 

3465 N. MacArthur Rd. 

Decatur, IL 62526 

Telephone:  877-2216        

Email:  firstchurchdecatur@sbcglobal.net 

Website:  www.firstchurchdecatur.org 

Office Hours:  Mon. ïThursday, 8:00-4:30 

Congregational Comments is a publication of 1st Congregational UCC, 3465 N. MacArthur Rd., Decatur, IL.  62526-1450.  Published monthly, it is used to keep its members informed 

about programs of the church and to report news about First Churchôs people 

 Worship and Sunday School Times 

 
   9:00 am - Traditional Worship Service 
   9:15-10:15 am Sunday School 
 10:00 am - Fellowship Hour 
 11:00 am - Contemporary Worship        
       Service 
 11:15-11:40 am Sunday School 
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A Note from Pastor Ryan 
Pastor Ryan 

ñAgain, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, óDo not break your 

oath, but fulfill to the Lord the vows you have made.ô But I tell you, do not swear an 

oath at all: either by heaven, for it is Godôs throne; or by the earth, for it is his foot-

stool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King. And do not swear by your 

head, for you cannot make even one hair white or black.  All you need to say is simply 

óYesô or óNoô; anything beyond this comes from the evil one.ò  

ï Matthew 5:33-37 

None of us knows what the future holds.  As created beings, we are not only subject 

to unpredictable forces of nature, we are also incapable of delving deeply into the 

mind of God to see what has been planned for us.  Jesus warns that we should be 

careful about making promises, especially those that require us to keep them even if 

circumstances change.  In the ancient world, you word was everything; if you said you were going to do some-

thing ï and swore to it under oath ï you were absolutely expected to do it, or your reputation would be utterly 

ruined.  Today, that is not so much the case.  Loopholes exist in almost every contract, and if a person doesnôt 

keep his or her word in non-contractual relationships, there are rarely consequences beyond grumbling and 

complaining.  That doesnôt mean, however, that there arenôt hurt feelings.  If we say one thing and then do an-

other, other people can experience the disappointment of unmet expectations ï and that can cause problems 

in the church, families, cities, and workplaces. 

I try to be careful in my speech, generally saying, ñI donôt intend toéò or ñMy plan is toéò rather than ñI cer-

tainly willéò or ñIôm definitely doingéò  I also try to outline what I see might be potential reasons my intention 

might not come to pass, ñIôll do this, but thereôs always the possibility thatéò   

Why?  Isnôt that mealy-mouthed and wishy-washy?  Not at all!  James warns us that God is sovereign, and 

that we are not.  He says we need to eat some humble pie by recognizing what we think weôre going to do 

might not be what actually transpires.  He writes, ñCome now, you who say, óToday or tomorrow we will go to 

such and such a city, and spend a year there and engage in business and make a profit.ô Yet you do not know 

what your life will be like tomorrow. You are just a vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes away. 

Instead, you ought to say, óIf the Lord wills, we will live and also do this or that.ô But as it is, you boast in your 

arrogance; all such boasting is evilò (James 4:13-16).  

Do you hear the similarity to what Christ spoke in Matthew 5?   

What I am saying, beloved, is this: Circumstances change.  God calls us in directions we never imagined on 

timetables we donôt design.  The only sure thing we have from God is today, so we are called to live in it and 

do the work we have for this 24-hours.  Beyond that, we really donôt know.  So, letôs not overpromise and un-

der-deliver, but letôs remain open and flexible to the movement of Godôs Spirit.  Change is unavoidable and 

our dreams are subject to divine revision.  Letôs not waste excessive time hanging on to what we have or 

mourning when it passes.  Letôs embrace the day, enjoy the moment now, and trust God to handle our tomor-

rows.   

In Christ, 

Ryan 
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EVENTS 
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A Traditional Christmas Pageant  

Presented by the children of our church 

 

 

 

Sunday 

Dec. 17 



Elevator Capital Campaign 
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Our 3-year capital campaign for a new elevator lift is underway. Dubbed ñLifting Spirits,ò our goal is 
to raise $50,000 by 2020.  Construction can begin as soon as $30,000 is raised.  You should receive 
a pledge card and envelope in the mail.  If you havenôt already pledged, please consider making a 
gift, if you are able.  Making our building more accessible for all is an important priority.  If youôd like 
your contribution to count toward this tax year, please return your donation to the office by Dec. 31. 

Thank You 
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After 9-1/2 years of preparing breakfast for all of us, Helen Johnson is retiring from weekly cooking 
at Fellowship Hour.  We have appreciated her many homemade goodies and all her hard work plan-
ning the menus, shopping for and preparing food during the week, cooking each Sunday, and clean-
ing up after Fellowship Hour.  Now we look forward to spending time with Helen as she enjoys eat-
ing and visiting with all of us in Fellowship Hour.  When you see Helen, please express your grati-
tude for her dedication in serving us. 

 
 
 

Thank you to God�¶s Busy Hands 
 
Thank you to all of you for celebrating my 90th Birthday  in such a special way! You are the best. 
 
Laurel Larey  


