FIRST CONGREGATIONAL
_UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

HOME DF

PLAYWATES _PRE: SEHI]UL e

Vol . 23 No. 1: January 2018
|l mportant Contacts in the ChCthhruolhceh Contact | nfo
3465 N. MacArt hur Rd.
Past Rev. Ryan Brld8Ri7, 217 Decatur, I L 62526
Emai | : pastorryan@f|rstchurchdecatur.Toer|g;phon292;16877
Prayer @6k&te: Fankh@atuzzr , 877 Emaifli;rstchurchdecatur @sbc
Emai | : bl fankhauser @comcast.com Websw,waw f| stchurchdecat
Pl avmates Presehbml Director: Alfreda TR
Newsl ettemBi Edi Hoehné6, B87@HBN7 855 11 ce HOLTNSUr s dMogn;.38: 00
Emai | wshuenber.editor @prodi gy. net
Worship and Sunday School Ti mes D
4
9: 00-Tarmadi ti onal Worship SerV|C(9ur Mi'ssion I's to wc
9: 4%: 15 am Sunday School Wel come all who [seek
10: 0O0Feiml owship Hour _ ]
11: 00Camtemporary Worship Express our fait|lh in
Service )
1:-15: 40 am Sunday School _
Il nside this issue:
A Note from|Pa&stloGoodbye Mar phéa Happenings 10
Ry an
Event s 3 Removal of tfhe&g dmBeern hdays & 11

Anni versari gs
El evator Cap|li t4dal|Fi nance Notes 7 First Church $@nlday

Campaign Mor ning

Thank You 4 Calling all [V@&I ullCtag emd ar 13
Activities at 5t hldd OGOS 9 14
Chur ch

Congregational Comments is a publication of 1st Congdrdédati PondbhitiBheEe,d B465sNuskdc Apt keepRD
about programs of the church aimsd pteooprleeport news about First Chur



A Note from P

Pastor Ryan

Mgai n, you have heard that i tdowarso ts ab rde a k
oathhuyt ful fildl to the Lo@BdtthetedbWws ypoau o
oath @e@ithklt: by heav@E@nthdeondbytthe &ardt h, f
stool ; or by Jerusal em, f oAnd tdo sndthes we &
head, for you cannot make Adveryoaunemelai t owl
FemwmNdanything beyond this o6comes from the

TMatt hew75: 33

None of wus knows what the future holds.
to unpredictable forces of natur e, we ar e
mi nd of God to see what has been planned
careful about making promises, especially
circumstances change. I n the ancient world, you wor (
t hitraghd swore toiyau uwaelre adlaghl utely expected to do i
ruined. Today, that is not so much the case. Ldoph
keep his or hoeeantwoacdt uianl nroenl ati onshi ps, there are ra
compl aininga mehat, doersernwv erd Hhratt fteelriengag.en I f we sa
ot her , other people can experience itahned dtihsaatp pcoa hn tcreeuns
in the church, families, cities, and workpl aces.

|l try to be careful i n imyd osnp e eéediw My em le adadlr ilagy hteafly it ehaprn-
tainkgorménldefi niéel yaldoo ngry to outline what | see mi
mi ght not cidme do tphriGs,albmaty st tehreeépossi bility that

Why ? & |tsma tmonuetahleyd a-wds wy 83hy Not at all! James warns
that we are not. He says we need to eat @&aeme oh wmblt
mi ght not be what act ué&lolme tnroavn s piodie shdhyy HBea ytyombes pw
such and such a city, and spend a year ©BHYheetr ey oaun dd oe nngo
what your |life will be |ike tomorrow. You are just a
Il nstead, youdod6ughte Lordawjl |l s, we woBlult laisve tand,halysoa
arrogance; all SuUusambeosh@&)ldg is evil

Do you hear the similarity to what Christ spoke in M:

What | am saying, bel oved, is this: Circumstances <ch
ti metabl é@&s dwe i gan The only sure thing we have from
do the work we-hlave .f orBetyloingd 2&h aktn,o wé& nbeod | lbye éd mr o mi
dedel i ver® rbeaimailnetopen and fl exi Il eSptiaithe mhwaerrgenti s
our dreams are subjec® hot dwashe egc¢cessOme tiLmé han
mour ning when & tenpbarsascees .t heLedday, enjoy the moment nov
rows.

I n Chri st
Ry an
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A Traditional Christmas P
Presented by the children of
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El evator Capital

Qur-y&ar <capital campaign for a neflwi fetl iewva@otusrpi g aidflg
to raise $50, 000 by 2020. Construction can begi
a pledge card and envelofie ailmetahy maieldged| f phean
gi ft, if you are abl e Making our buil dind@ moke
your contribution to count toward this tax year

Thank You

7+ 0%1< 7+%1.6

Aft elr/ 29 years of preparing breakfast for al/| of
at Fell owship Hour. We have appreciated her man
ning the menus, shopping for and preparing food
i ng up after Fellowship Hour. Now we | ook f or we
ing and visiting with all/l of us in Fellowship H
tude for her dedication in serving us.

Thank you§ tBusydHands

Thank you to all of you for celebrating my 90th

Laur el Larey
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