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Important Contacts in the Church 

 
Pastor:  Rev. Jan Johnson, 309-267-3260 
Email: jancastegnarojohnson@comcast.net 
Prayer Chain:  Bette Fankhauser , 877-6723 
Email: blfankhauser@comcast.com 
Playmates Preschool:  Interim Director: Alfreda Tribout 
Newsletter Editor:  Bill Huebner, 876-1446, cell 855-7677 
Email: wshuebner.editor@prodigy.net 

Our Mission is to worship God,  

Welcome all who seek God, and 

Express our faith in our actions. 

Church Contact Information: 

3465 N. MacArthur Rd. 

Decatur, IL 62526 

Telephone:  877-2216        

Email:  firstchurchdecatur@sbcglobal.net 

Website:  www.firstchurchdecatur.org 

Office Hours:  Mon. ïThursday, 8:00-4:30 

Congregational Comments is a publication of 1st Congregational UCC, 3465 N. MacArthur Rd., Decatur, IL.  62526-1450.  Published monthly, it is used to keep its members informed 

about programs of the church and to report news about First Churchôs people 

 Worship and Sunday School Times 

 
   9:00 am - Traditional Worship Service 
   9:15-10:15 am Sunday School 
 10:00 am - Fellowship Hour 
 11:00 am - Contemporary Worship        
       Service 
 11:15-11:40 am Sunday School 
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A Note from Pastor Jan 
 

 
 ñTherefore be imitators of God, as beloved children, 

2
and live in love, as 

Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to 

God.ò  -Ephesians 5:1 

A few moments ago the preschool children walked past the office door and 

headed for the sanctuary to practice their presentation for tonightôs Gradua-

tion exercise.  The teacher had spoken to the children to let them know what 

they needed to do and how they needed to behave.  ñThey must noté.oréé. 

and they mustééò!  Scripture is sometimes like that as well.  Ephesians 5 begins óTherefore be imi-

tators of Godé..to Godò.  But beginning in verse 3:   ñBut fornication and impurity of any kind, or 

greed, must not even be mentioned among you, as is proper among saints. 
4
Entirely out of place is 

obscene, silly, and vulgar talk; but instead, let there be thanksgiving. 
5
Be sure of this, that no fornica-

tor or impure person, or one who is greedy (that is, an idolater), has any inheritance in the kingdom 

of Christ and of God.ò 

As the children continued to file by the open door, the last 3 boys were having their own conversa-

tion.  Two of the boys were scuffling with one another and the third boy spoke to them, imitating the 

teacher:  ñWe are supposed to be acting right!  We are supposed to be listening!ò, he said with au-

thority.  He had heard what the teacher had said to them as a group and was very willing to follow 

her example! 

Would that the world today would follow the example of Christ as Paul encourages the church at 

Ephesus.  Perhaps, if we were all imitators of Christ, our world would be filled with love and peace, 

grace and mercy, less prone to anger and more prone to joy!  The children shared a chapel lesson 

on seedsééwhat gets planted is what grows:  plant corn and you get?  Corn!  Plant beans and you 

get? Beans!  Plant love and you get? Love! 

ñBe imitators of God, as beloved children, and live in loveé.!ò 

May the God of Love, Joy, Peace, Kindness, Gentleness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Patience, and 

Self Control be with you throughout the summer at home or at work! 

Jan 
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FFDO 

We will try Benny's Grill once again. So On June 7 we will meet at Benny's Grill a 6:00. Let me know if you 
can make it.  

Sandy Harmison 

 

 

Womenôs Fellowship 

Womenôs fellowship will meet in fellowship hall at 11:00 for a meeting and lunch. The program is entitled con-
versations: whatôs that about?  Please make reservations in the church office or by calling/emailing/texting 
Sheila Witts-Mannweiler 877-4332, sheila938@comcast.net or 620-8196. Remember to bring your change for 
fellowship of the lowest coin. 

 
SHEILA 

 

SAVE THE DATE ï Womens fellowship is planning to visit the Mueller museum on Friday, June 28 at 1:00.  
We will meet for lunch prior to that time and that information will be available closer to the event.  Please plan 
on joining us. 

 

Summer Music 

 

Here is a list of the volunteers for summer music for the church. 

  

June 2           Trevor May 
         9 
       16           Julie Keck 
       23           Alexis Fankhauser 
       30           Logan Moster 
 
July  7           Dave Mahr 
       14          Laurie Matheson 
       21          Gavin Butts 
       28 
 
Aug  4 
       11          Gavin Butts 
       18         Jackie Hagan 
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SENIOR APPRECIATION  DINNER 

April 27,2019 

Seniors enjoying a great 

dinner  

   Our Great Cooks 

Photos by Dave Carpenter 

 

Youth servicing the   

seniors: Isaac 

Sampson, Cameron 

Malone,   Mitchell     

Daley, Jillian  Daley, 

Gavin Butts,  Connor 

Butts, Logan Moster 
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