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Important Contacts in the Church 

 
Pastor:  Rev. Jan Johnson, 309-267-3260 
Email: jancastegnarojohnson@comcast.net 
Prayer Chain:  Bette Fankhauser , 877-6723 
Email: blfankhauser@comcast.net 
Playmates Preschool:  Interim Director: Alfreda Tribout 
Newsletter Editor:  Bill Huebner, 876-1446, cell 855-7677 
Email: wshuebner.editor@prodigy.net 

Our Mission is to worship God,  

Welcome all who seek God, and 

Express our faith in our actions. 

Church Contact Information: 

3465 N. MacArthur Rd. 

Decatur, IL 62526 

Telephone:  877-2216        

Email:  firstchurchdecatur@sbcglobal.net 

Website:  www.firstchurchdecatur.org 

Office Hours:  Mon. –Thursday, 8:00-4:30 

Congregational Comments is a publication of 1st Congregational UCC, 3465 N. MacArthur Rd., Decatur, IL.  62526-1450.  Published monthly, it is used to keep its members informed 

about programs of the church and to report news about First Church’s people 

 Worship and Sunday School Times 

 
   9:00 am - Traditional Worship Service 
   9:15-10:15 am Sunday School 
 10:00 am - Fellowship Hour 
 11:00 am - Contemporary Worship        
       Service 
 11:15-11:40 am Sunday School 
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A Tribute to Graduates of 2020  

It’s an old song: 

It’s a time for joy, a time for tears, a time we’ll treasure through the years…..We’ll 
remember always, Graduation Day!  Well, this year’s Graduates certainly will…..not!  
Or at least, not yet!  Graduation? Prom?  Class Trip?  Not this year!  The pandemic 
has ‘stolen’ these really great moments from our children and young adults!  And I 
can appreciate the angst that goes with the theft!   But, of late, I’ve also been think-
ing (or trying to) what this year’s changes means for the future of education.  Clas-
ses via the internet could mean that some students who do not do well in a class-
room, might be more comfortable and learn better from the kitchen table at home!  
OR perhaps schools will be encouraged to upgrade their computer science labs.  

Perhaps ‘at risk’ kids could continue learning via Zoom or other face to face with the teacher in a small group 
setting.  And while I know we are a social people and the relationship aspect of the classroom has been di-
minished for the last 2 months, the kids still connect on FB, Twitter, and Messenger and whatever the next big 
new wave of techno-relations brings!  Yes, the internet can be a really frightening place but it has also served 
a good purpose this year and it’s possible that the good that has come about will continue and add to the tra-
ditional classroom work that we all know. 

Just sayin’ it’s not all bad!  Find the good! 

p.s. It’s not just Graduation, Prom, and Class Trips that have been missed.  Mother’s Day was odd this year 
and in some places I figure Father’s Day will be too! 

So here’s a tribute to Dads….. 

My daughter, before she could read picked out a magnet for my husband:  “Anyone can be a Father, but it 
takes someone Special to be a Dad”.   And I suppose that is a truism:  technically speaking, any man can Fa-
ther a child, but the relationship of Daddy to child is particularly special.  Not that dads are perfect, that desig-
nation belongs to God and Jesus only, and even Jesus said that only God is good!  But Dads are suppose to 
emulate God in Christ, always teaching us something about life and loving us through the trials and joys that 
life brings.  Dads are supposed to guide and direct us.  Dads are supposed to enjoy tossing a ball and teach-
ing us to catch it!  Dads are supposed to model fatherly behavior so that when their sons grow to be men, 
they will have a blueprint for creating a loving home for their families.  A dad needs to be a disciplinarian, set-
ting boundaries and correcting behavior, setting standards and, of course, helping us learn to drive!  Dads 
feed us on fatherly love and consideration and teach us to do the same.  Of course, they are not perfect!  But 
our dad’s have a great role model in Jesus and great guidelines in the Commandments, Beattitudes, and they 
offer us forgiveness as Christ forgives them.  So, no matter how old you are and how old your dad is, and it 
doesn’t matter if he’s still on earth or in heaven, a dad’s job is never done!  Cut him some slack, he’s still 
learning and he’s still following in footsteps that are pretty big!  The one thing a dad should NEVER, EVER do 
is call his daughter out at first base in a softball game!  Even if he is the umpire! 

Ephesians 6: 1-4 (paraphrased): Dads love your kids as Christ loves you, and do not provoke them, tease 
them, or create fear in your home.  Kids, honor your mom and dad, so that you may live long in the land God 
has given us! 
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Restore Illinois 

 

 RESTORE ILLINOIS 

A Public Health Approach to Safely Reopen Our State 

 
From the beginning of the new coronavirus pandemic, Illinois’ response has been guided by data, science, 
and public health experts. As community spread rapidly increased, Governor Pritzker moved quickly to issue 
a Disaster Proclamation on March 9, restrict visitors to nursing homes on March 11, close bars and restau-
rants for on-site consumption on March 16, move schools to remote learning on March 17, and issue a Stay 
at Home order on March 21. This virus has caused painful, cascading consequences for everyone in Illinois, 
but the science has been clear: in the face of a new coronavirus with unknown characteristics and in the ab-
sence of widespread testing availability and contact tracing, mitigation and maintaining a 6-foot social dis-
tance have been the only options to reduce the spread and save as many lives as possible. Millions of Illi-
noisans working together by staying at home and following experts’ recommendations have proven these mit-
igation and social distancing measures effective so far. The result has been a lower infection rate, fewer hos-
pitalizations, and lower number of fatalities than projected without these measures. Our curve has begun to 
flatten. Nevertheless, the risk of spread remains, and modeling and data point to a rapid surge in new cases if 
all mitigation measures were to be immediately lifted. Now that Illinois is bending the curve, it is vitally im-
portant that we follow a safe and deliberate path forward to get our Illinois economy moving. That path for-
ward is not what everyone wants or hopes for, but it will keep Illinoisans as safe as possible from this virus as 
our economy is reopening. Restore Illinois is about saving lives and livelihoods. This five-phased plan will re-
open our state, guided by health metrics and with distinct business, education, and recreation activities char-
acterizing each phase. This is an initial framework that will likely be updated as research and science develop 
and as the potential for treatments or vaccines is realized. The plan is based upon regional healthcare availa-
bility, and it recognizes the distinct impact COVID-19 has had on different regions of our state as well as re-
gional variations in hospital capacity. The Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) has 11 Emergency 
Medical Services Regions that have traditionally guided its statewide public health work and will continue to 
inform this reopening plan. For the purposes of this plan, from those 11, four health regions are established, 
each with the ability to independently move through a phased approach: Northeast Illinois; North-Central Illi-
nois; Central Illinois; and Southern Illinois.  There are Five Phases to "Restore Illinois".  

There are Five Phases to “Restore Illinois” 

Phase 1 - Rapid Spread: The rate of infection among those tested and the number of patients admitted to 
the hospital is high or rapidly increasing. Strict stay at home and social distancing guidelines are put in place 
and only essential businesses remain open. Every region has experienced this phase once already, and 
could return to it if mitigation efforts are unsuccessful.  

Phase 2 - Flattening: The rate of infection among those tested and the number of patients admitted to the 
hospital beds and ICU beds increases at an ever slower rate, moving toward a flat and even a downward 
trajectory. Non- essential retail stores reopen for curb-side pickup and delivery. Illinoisans are directed to 
wear a face covering when outside the home and can begin enjoying additional outdoor activities like golf, 
boating and fishing while practicing social distancing. To varying degrees, every region is experiencing flat-
tening as of early May.  

 

Continued on next page 
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Restore Illinois Continued  
 
Phase 3 - Recovery: The rate of infection among those surveillance tested, the number of patients admitted 
to the hospital, and the number of patients needing ICU beds is stable or declining. Manufacturing, offices, 
retail, barbershops and salons can reopen to the public with capacity and other limits and safety precautions. 
Gatherings limited to 10 people or fewer are allowed. Face coverings and social distancing are the norm.  
 
Phase 4 - Revitalization: The rate of infection among those surveillance tested and the number of patients 
admitted to the hospital continues to decline. Gatherings of 50 people or fewer are allowed, restaurants and 
bars reopen, travel resumes, child care and schools reopen under guidance from the Illinois Department of 
Public Health. Face coverings and social distancing are the norm.  
 
Phase 5 - Illinois Restored: With a vaccine or highly effective treatment widely available or the elimination 
of any new cases over a sustained period, the economy fully reopens with safety precautions continuing. 
Conventions, festivals and large events are permitted, and all businesses, schools and places of recreation 
can open with new safety guidance and procedures in place reflecting the lessons learned during the COVID
-19 pandemic.  
 
Until COVID-19 is defeated, this plan also recognizes that just as health metrics will tell us it is safe to move 
forward, health metrics may also tell us to return to a prior phase. With a vaccine or highly effective treatment 
not yet available, IDPH will be closely monitoring key metrics to immediately identify trends in cases and hos-
pitalizations to determine whether a return to a prior phase may become necessary.  
 

 

 

To the Members of First Congregational Church 

 
It is with mixed feelings that I share with you the decision that I have come to in the past 9 
months:  40 years is enough.  So, as of June 30, 2020, I will be retiring from full-time Christian Min-
istry.  It’s time, probably past time.  My heart and my mind, and my body are telling me to let go of 
the life I have known and move into a new phase; more time spent with family and close friends.  By 
retiring, I hope to have more time to be with those I love most in this life; yes, including my kit-
ties.  (This letter is a modification of the letter given to the Council of Ministries on April 20

th
.) 

 
 It has been a privilege sharing ministry with you, and I will continue to keep you in my prayers daily. 
 
In Christ’s Services,  
 

 

Rev. Jan C. Johnson 



Information for Church 
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Dear Church Family, 
  
These are certainly unprecedented times. What we originally thought would be a two-week shutdown, is now 
approaching a two-month closure. We understand your desire to get back to church and worship as usual. 
We too are ready to reopen the doors, see our church family and resume as usual. However, like most busi-
nesses, we are coming to terms with what will be a new normal. 
  
Our hope is that we can reopen sometime in the near future. In the meantime, the administration team has 
been working extensively to come up with a reopening plan. One that will help keep you safe. As we continue 
to work on this plan, please know that there will be future communications that will explain what to expect 
when we are finally able to reopen. There will be changes that ensure we are practicing social distancing, 
proper cleaning, and limiting the amount of physical contact to keep you and others safe.  
  
We are very grateful for the outpouring of support and providing us the opportunity to continue to pay the 
church staff.  
  
If anyone has any needs, big or small, please reach out to the church or myself. 
  
I hope you all are well and staying safe. We hope to see you soon!  
  
Sincerely in Christ,, Penny Butts—Congregational President 

 

Playmates Preschool Advisory Board 

The following individuals have agreed to be on the Playmates Preschool Advisory Board. 
 
Mark Bunselmeyer—Chair 
Valerie Janvrin  
Darby Mitchell 
Jennie Werneke 

College Scholarships 

It is that time of year again for students to submit their college scholarship applications to the 2020 Church 

Memorial Committee.  Due to the COVID -19 quarantine,  you may acquire an application from Jackie, the 

church secretary, or by contacting Mike Longstreet by email longsmd@comcast.net or by phone 217-875-

2337.  Deadline for submission will be May 31st.  Mail or email your completed applications to the Church of-

fice, or to Mike Longstreet, 296 W. Oak Lane, Decatur, IL  62526, or the email address above.  Scholarships 

will be awarded by July 1st. 2020. 

Worship-Music Ministry 

The Worship-Music Ministry would like to thank all who have helped with receptions, retirements, ushering, 

coffee hour, preparing communion, being liturgist, providing music, and furnishing altar flowers.  We hope to 

again ask for your help when church activities resume.  

mailto:longsmd@comcast.net
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Music for Video Services 

Gavin Butts Rose Marie Thompson 

Dave Mahr Colleen Hillyer 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church School Teachers 

 

We would like to recognize the following church school teachers 

 

Amy Leman & Mark Bunselmeyer—Youth 

Stacey Carter & Mindy Bunselmeyer—children’s time 

Missy Boldizar and Angie Miller—teachers 2nd service  

Jillian Daley—Nursery 

 

WOMENS FELLOWSHIP: 

 

From May 2019 to April 2020 the Womens Fellowship had an Offering of the Least Coin.  This was change in 
our purses or pockets which we put in a jar to be given to the Church Women United on May 1.  Covid-19 
interfered with the last few months of collecting but we have $220.55 to give to the Church Women United. 

No meetings are scheduled in the immediate future. 

Sheila Witts-Mannweiler 

Painting the Church Office 

Joe and Carol Robertson painted 

the church office.  After the trim 

is painted, new window treatment 

will be added.  
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This is part of our continuing effort 

to improve the appearance of the 

areas of the church that visitors 

first see on entering the church. 
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Growing Hope Globally 

Growing Project Update  

This year marks our 15th crop for our church’s Growing Hope Globally 
Growing Project. Thank you to the congregation for your continued 
funding and support to make this project possible. This is the first up-
date for the growing season.  

We planted our corn crop this year around April 20. Since corn grows based on growing degree units (GDU), 
or heat units, it normally requires 120 GDUs for corn to emerge. That took well into May this year because 
April and May have been cooler and wetter than normal. Even though some plants show frost damage on 
their leaves, the growing point for corn is still underground and not majorly influenced. We planted an average 
of 35,000 seeds per acre. It is still on the early side to assess how many kernels actually came up and will 
survive, but we are fairly confident about the corn stands. The corn seed has seed treatment which contains 
an insecticide to help combat insects (like wireworm, white grub, and black cutworm) and contains a fungicide 
to help combat diseases (like Pythium, fusarium, and rhizoctonia.)  

Over the next couple weeks, we hope to receive more warm weather to help the corn plants establish their 
root systems and grow. Warm weather will also benefit the weed seeds, so we will apply our planned herbi-
cide program. Time will tell what Mother Nature will throw toward our corn crop this year, but thumbs up to the 
start we have so far. 

Congratulations & Best Wishes  

To  

Jillian Daley  

2020 High School Graduate 
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Finance Notes 

APRIL  2020 FINANCIAL REPORT 
   

    April  20       YTD 

Budget Income  $18,051.25  $72,205.00  

Budget Expense  $18,515.41  $74,061.64 

Income   $ 18,122.00  $63,458.45 

Expenses   $ 13,177.71         $66,819.74 



Happenings May Change As Needed 
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God’s  
Busy Hands 

 
Tuesdays 

 
1:00 - 3:00 pm 

FFDO 

No Dinner In 

June 

 

Admin Meeting 

Monday, June 15 

5:30 pm 

 

Council of       

Ministry Teams 

Monday, June 15 

6:30 pm 

 

Both Meetings may 

be by Zoom 

 

Exploring 

Christian Faith 

Study Group  

 

Sunday 10:30 am 

 

Choir Room 

 

 

Choir 
Off For    

Summer 

 

First Ringers 

Off For  

Summer 



June Birthdays and Anniversaries  

God bless you on your 
birthday and each day the 
whole year through.  May 
all His blessings bring 
you joy in everything you 
do.           
  
2. Reed Cordts 

3.  Stacey Carter 

6.  Mark Flenner 

8.  Madeline Mitchell 

10. Dee Wenneker 

14. Leigh Myers 

25. Allen Gerhold 

26. Sue Bunselmeyer 

27. Paula Carmichael 

And may the many blessings 
that have come from God 
above fill your hearts with all 
the joy of His enduring love. 
Happy Anniversary. 
 
 

1. William & Alice Huebner     

      Robby & Kathy Moore         

2. Frank & Shelly Smith 

7. Tom & Bette Lynn         
 Fankhauser 

8. Paul & Ruth DeBruine 

10. Alex & Angie Miller 

11. Todd & Christine Clark 

12. Ronald & Sherry Palmer 

14. Bruce & Debbie Whitney 

19. Roger & Janice Kahila 

20.  Kevin & Katie Hammon 

25. Erick & Jill Hurrard  

27. Bryce & Brittany Kapper  
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First Church Sunday Morning 

LITURGISTS 

Date 9:00 AM Service 11:00 AM Service 

   

June 7  Betty Wheatley 

June 14  Sandy Harmison 

June 21  Wes Pietsch 

June 28  Kelli Fonseca 

   

   

June 7 Don & Dee Wenneker  

June 14 Paul & Ruth DeBruine  

June 21   

June 28   

   

June 7  Betty Wheatley 

June 14  Sandy Harmison 

June 21  Wes Pietsch 

June 28  Kelli Fonseca 

   

   

June 7   

June 14   

June 21   

June 28   

   

   

Thank you to all who participate in these very important activities! 
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June Calendar 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 1:00 God’s 

Busy Hands 

7:00 Al-Anon 

8:00 AA 

3 4 5 6 

7 9:00 

Traditional 

10:00 Fellow 
ship Hour 

11:00 Con-

temporary 

8 7:00  

Property 

Meeting 

9 1:00 God’s 

Busy Hands 

7:00 Al-Anon 

8:00 AA 

10 11 12 13 

14 9:00 

Traditional 

10:00 Fellow 
ship Hour 

11:00 Con-

temporary 

15 16 1:00 

God’s 

Busy Hands 

7:00 Al-Anon 

8:00 AA 

17 18 19 20 

21 9:00 

Traditional 

10:00 Fellow 
ship Hour 

11:00 Con-

temporary 

22  

5:30 Admin 

6:30 Council  

23 1:00 

God’s 

Busy Hands 

7:00 Al-Anon 

8:00 AA 

24 25 26 27 

28 9:00 

Traditional 

10:00 Fellow 
ship Hour 

11:00 Con-

temporary 

29 30 1:00 

God’s 

Busy Hands 

7:00 Al-Anon 

8:00 AA 

    



  

   
2020 Church Goals 

 

Your Council of Ministry Teams has approved the following 2 goals for 2020 

 2020 Church Goals 

• Goal No. 1— Hire a new pastor for the church. 

• Goal No. 2—Instituting new fellowship programs for working women, men and young families 

First Congregational UCC 

3465 N. MacArthur Rd. 

Decatur, IL 62526-1450 


