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Important Contacts in the Church 

 
Pastor:  Rev. Jan Johnson, 309-267-3260 
Email: jancastegnarojohnson@comcast.net 
Prayer Chain:  Bette Fankhauser , 877-6723 
Email: blfankhauser@comcast.com 
Playmates Preschool:  Interim Director: Alfreda Tribout 
Newsletter Editor:  Bill Huebner, 876-1446, cell 855-7677 
Email: wshuebner.editor@prodigy.net 

Our Mission is to worship God,  

Welcome all who seek God, and 

Express our faith in our actions. 

Church Contact Information: 

3465 N. MacArthur Rd. 

Decatur, IL 62526 

Telephone:  877-2216        

Email:  firstchurchdecatur@sbcglobal.net 

Website:  www.firstchurchdecatur.org 

Office Hours:  Mon. ïThursday, 8:00-4:30 

Congregational Comments is a publication of 1st Congregational UCC, 3465 N. MacArthur Rd., Decatur, IL.  62526-1450.  Published monthly, it is used to keep its members informed 

about programs of the church and to report news about First Churchôs people 

 Worship and Sunday School Times 

 
   9:00 am - Traditional Worship Service 
   9:15-10:15 am Sunday School 
 10:00 am - Fellowship Hour 
 11:00 am - Contemporary Worship        
       Service 
 11:15-11:40 am Sunday School 
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A Note from Pastor Jan 
 

 
OK, every year, when I sit down to write the newsletter article for May, the song goes 

through my headé..When April showers, bring May flowersé.and the images that 

float through my mind are huge beds of flowers ï tulips, daffodils, roses, irisôs, all co-

ordinated at their planting so they are grouped by color:  all the reds together, all the 

yellows and the pinks and the purples and the blues ï a massive blanket of a flower 

rainbow!  The flowers pull the colors of the rainbow after the rains of April, down onto 

the ground in stunning array!  Iôm sure these pictures are stored in my memory from 

National Geographic magazines and seed catalogues that both my grandfather and 

my husband collected over decades! 

But then I also see the destruction of towns and grounds, highways and by-ways that come from tornadoes 

and floods that disrupt the beauty and order of our daily lives.  Nature produces incredible beauty and then, 

angrily, tears it up and throws it away, leaving broken homes and broken dreams and broken hearts in her 

wake.  

Jesusô New Commandment:  Love One Another, at times, is about Love in Action.  If we love others, neigh-

bors close and far away, then we cannot stand by and watch them struggle to survive.  We are commanded to 

put our love into action! 

No one is protected from the destruction of storms!  But if there is a rainbow of hope in the midst of the de-

struction, it is how caring people show up ï like the rainbow after the storm ï to help out those affected by the 

destruction.  People reaching out to help people is always beautiful!  There is a story from some years ago 

now about an older man who drove many miles from his home to a place that had been hit by fire and flood; a 

place where nature had done her worst.  He had pulled up bulbs from his own garden and took them to that 

terribly battered area, found a place and planted his gift.  Some days later after the bulbs had the chance to 

put down roots and absorbed the sunôs rays, the bulbs came up, a signal to everyone who could see them, 

that out of destruction can come beauty.  Life reasserts itself ï over and over again!  Itôs the message of Res-

urrection that nature contributes to remind us that nothing we do can stop Godôs purposes that provide beauty 

of life and new life, but there is much we can do to help Godôs purposes to come to fruition! 

May God Bless You this month with the ability to help others experience New Life! 

Jan 

 
 

 

May  2019                                 Page 2 



General Information 

May 2019                          Page 3 

FFDO 

First Friday Dinner Out will actually be First Tuesday Dinner Out. We are going to Richland Community Col-
lege's Bistro 537 at 6:00 on May 7. Always good food and good company. Let me know if you will be joining 

us .  

Thanks , Sandy Harmison 

 

 

Greetings from the the Pastoral Search Committee. We are actively receiving and re-
viewing ministerial profiles. This process will take time as we give each one careful and 
prayerful consideration. We ask you all to keep the committee in your prayers as we 
seek our new pastor. 

                       Thank you. Susan  

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH MEMBERS IN HOLLAND  

April 9 to 19                                 

Bill and Alice Huebner, Roger and Melinda Redman, Roy and Kim Tsuda and Paul and Ruth 

DeBruine 
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EASTER YOUTH SUNRISE SERVICE  


