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Important Contacts in the Church

Church Contact Information:
3465 N. MacArthur Rd.
Decatur, IL 62526
Telephone: 877-2216
Email: firstchurchdecatur@sbcglobal.net
Website: www.firstchurchdecatur.org
Office Hours: Mon. –Thursday, 8:00-4:30

Pastor: Rev. Jan Johnson, 309-267-3260
Email: jancastegnarojohnson@comcast.net
Prayer Chain: Bette Fankhauser , 877-6723
Email: blfankhauser@comcast.net
Playmates Preschool: Interim Director: Alfreda Tribout
Newsletter Editor: Bill Huebner, 876-1446, cell 855-7677
Email: wshuebner.editor@prodigy.net

Worship and Sunday School Times
Our Mission is to worship God,

9:00 am - Traditional Worship Service
9:15-10:15 am Sunday School
10:00 am - Fellowship Hour
11:00 am - Contemporary Worship
Service
11:15-11:40 am Sunday School

Welcome all who seek God, and
Express our faith in our actions.
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A Note from Pastor Jan
A poem by Kristi Bothur
Ron Ruecker sent me this poetic ‘Ode’ from his church in Marcos Island, FL. I found
it to be both descriptive of our present state of mind and physical sheltering in place
and done with faith in the power of the Resurrection. Yes, we have definitely experienced a powerful change in our daily lives, but nothing God can’t use to bring us
deeper into our faith and make us better followers of Christ!
A poem By Kristi Bothur……..With a nod to Dr. Seuss
Twas late in ‘19 when the virus began
Bringing chaos and fear to all people, each land.
People were sick, hospitals full,
Doctors overwhelmed, no one in school.
As winter gave way to the promise of spring,
The virus raged on, touching peasant and king.

People hid in their homes from the enemy unseen.
They YouTubed and Zoomed, social-distanced, and cleaned.
April approached and churches were closed.
“There won’t be an Easter,” the world supposed.
“There won’t be church services, and egg hunts are out.
No reason for new dresses when we can’t go about.”
Holy Week started, as bleak as the rest.
The world was focused on masks and on tests.

“Easter can’t happen this year,” it proclaimed.
“Online and at home, it just won’t be the same.”
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, the days came and went.
The virus pressed on; it just would not relent.
The world woke Sunday and nothing had changed.
The virus still menaced, the people, estranged.
“Pooh pooh to the saints,” the world was grumbling.
“They’re finding out now that no Easter is coming.

“They’re just waking up! We know just what they’ll do!
Their mouths will hang open a minute or two,
And then all the saints will all cry boo-hoo.
“That noise,” said the world, “will be something to hear.”
So it paused and the world put a hand to its ear.
Continued on Next Page
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Pastor Jan’s Notes Continued
Continued from Previous Page

And it did hear a sound coming through all the skies.
It started down low, then it started to rise.
But the sound wasn’t depressed.
Why, this sound was triumphant!
It couldn’t be so!
But it grew with abundance!
The world stared around, popping its eyes.
Then it shook! What it saw was a shocking surprise!
Every saint in every nation, the tall and the small,
Was celebrating Jesus in spite of it all!
It hadn’t stopped Easter from coming! It came!
Somehow or other, it came just the same!
And the world with its life quite stuck in quarantine
Stood puzzling and puzzling.
“Just how can it be?”
“It came without bonnets, it came without bunnies,
It came without egg hunts, cantatas, or money.”
Then the world thought of something it hadn’t before.
“Maybe Easter,” it thought, “doesn’t come from a store.
Maybe Easter, perhaps, means a little bit more.”
And what happened then?
Well....the story’s not done.
What will YOU do?
Will you share with that one
Or two or more people needing hope in this night?
Will you share the source of your life in this fight?
The churches are empty - but so is the tomb,
And Jesus is victor over death, doom, and gloom.
So this year at Easter, let this be our prayer,
As the virus still rages all around, everywhere.
May the world see hope when it looks at God’s people.
May the world see the church is not a building or steeple.
May the world find Faith in Jesus’ death and resurrection,
May the world find Joy in a time of dejection.
May 2020 be known as the year of survival,
But not only that Let it start a revival.
Easter comes regardless of what the world dishes out – Rev. Jan
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Staff Activities at the Church
President Penny has reached out to the congregation via the announcements with Open Letters to the Congregation to keep folks informed about COVID-19 and other Shelter-in-Place issues and issues that affect the
congregation's communal life. While the First Man of the congregation has been heading up the COVID-19
testing for DMH. Thank you Dr. Butts!
Peggy, our custodian, comes in several times a week to clean rooms, restrooms, pews, light switches and
those places we touch without thinking.

Jackie, our Pastoral secretary, comes in to pay bills or do payroll on the as needed basis, she also sends out
the nightly prayers and weekly announcements....sometimes from home, sometimes from the office.
Rose Marie, our organist, has been coming in once a week to practice and play for the worship videos and do
some closet cleaning in the choir room.
Betty and Sue have been coming in to do the offering once a week or so.
Marilee has been in to keep up with the financial statements and Sharon has been in to approve and prepare
treasurer reports.
We are all doing what we can from home but there are just some things that need to be done on the premises.
I know that some of the men are doing 'church checks' by walking through the building at different times during the week to ensure the building is secure. And a few of us are checking on the mail and bringing it into
the office when we come.
Attempts have been made by Pastor Jan to contact all homebound or nursing home patients either by phone
or by USPS mail,and provided a chocolate Easter Cross (Russell Stovers in a sealed package)for the children of the church under the age of Confirmation. Confirmands have also been sent an additional assignment to work on.
The Pastoral Care team + Penny and Pastor Jan divided up the directory + new members to make calls or
send emails or ecards or send cards by USPS mail during Holy Week. Rev. Jan sent out a variety of Jacquie
Lawson ecards to all email addresses in the present directory. We requested updated contact information as
well in preparation for a temporary directory when the sheltering-in-place orders are lifted and we can get pictures taken.
Thanks to Bill and Alice Huebner, weekly mini worship services and Holy Week mini worship services with
Communion were videotaped and Chuck put the videos on the website! Rose Marie arranged for Colleen
Hillyer and Gavin Butts to provide added music during the 3 Holy Week Services.
Via email we have been able to keep up with the folks on our Prayer Chain and through the announcements
birthdays and anniversaries have been recognized.

Admin has been meeting weekly via Zoom to keep up with both activities within the building and finances.
Pastor Jan has been able to connect with wider church meetings via Zoom.

Continued on next page
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Staff Activities Continued
I have heard from various folks through phone calls that members of the congregation are reaching out to
take meals to those homebound and unable to get around safely. Good Shepherding! Thank you!
If anyone has a need - someone to pick up a prescription or get a few groceries, please let us know! You can
call Penny Butts: 217-412-1679 or Jackie at: 217-877-2216 or firstchurchdecatur@sbcglobal.net or Carol
Robertson at 217-413-1257
or Rev. Jan at: 309-267-3260 or jancastegnarojohnson1988@gmail.com If one of us cannot reach out to
help, we have others who have volunteered to help.
Thank you to everyone who is helping out!

From the Admin Team
With a desire to love our neighbors as ourselves and an abundance of caution for the members of our church
and community amidst a global pandemic that is affecting Decatur, all First Congregational United Church
of Christ worship gatherings continue to be posted online until further notice. Please plan to worship
online each Sunday at http://www.firstchurchdecatur.com and invite others to join us, as well. Evening prayers continue to be e-mailed daily as well as posted on FaceBook.
All groups, which normally meet at the church are encouraged to explore alternate means of staying closely
connected with one another. In addition, we encourage you to please continue to reach out and stay in contact with the other members of our church! If you are in need of anything, please reach out to us!
Because the Bible calls us to care for one another and love one another (and all our neighbors) as ourselves,
we believe the best way we can do that in light of the current coronavirus (COVID-19) situation is by not gathering in person. If we were to come together for a normal Sunday, it is possible that unknowing carriers of this
distinct and different virus would expose many others to it. Those exposed would then scatter from our building into and beyond Decatur, increasing the likelihood of people not only at our building, but also in and beyond our city, being exposed to this virus. All of this would be harmful for church members and guests as well
as people far beyond our church, many of whom are more at-risk physically due to either age or medical conditions. For these reasons, we believe the best way we can love our neighbors as ourselves in this unique
time is to participate in publicly endorsed strategies of containment, including social distancing (defined by
the CDC as “remaining out of congregate settings and avoiding mass gatherings”).
The Admin Team continues to meet weekly (via teleconference) to discuss the current needs of the congregation as well as plans for when the quarantine is lifted. At this time, the Governor has not given a definitive
date for when this will happen.
We want to thank everyone for your understanding and support during this unique time.

Prayerfully,
Admin Team
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Search Committee Update
Dear Church Family,
On behalf of the members of the Pastoral Search Committee selected by you, our church family, we want to
share a brief update on where we are in our process. We have continued to meet and review candidates
throughout this unprecedented time.
As a reminder the top 5 characteristics the church voted on were:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Is an effective preacher/speaker
Makes pastoral calls on people in hospitals and nursing homes and those homebound
Works regularly at bringing new members into the church
Effective in working with youth
Effective in planning and leading worship

From this the committee condensed it to what we call our Core Four:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Engaging ALL ages
Energetic Bible Based Sermons
Grow us Spiritually (our spiritual growth will lead to growth in numbers)
Work effectively with church administration

In addition to the Core Four, we are looking for a candidate that understands the diversity within our church,
holding on to tradition while also looking forward. The committee has prayerfully and carefully reviewed each
profile received from the UCC Conference. Since starting this process just over a year ago, 28% of candidates have removed themselves from consideration at FCUCC, several of the remaining did not fit our Core
Four, and 2 are still under consideration.
The committee had hopes, like some of you, that this process would have been completed before now. We
believed that we were close in finding a candidate more than once, only for it not to work out. I know both
times this happened it took a toll on each one of the members. We were so close one minute, and back to
square one the next.
Although we have new covid-19 related challenges, such as reduced UCC Staff support, and we anticipate
fewer candidates are interested in changing churches or moving during this uncertainty, we are still working
diligently with our available resources to continue this process.
We still believe that OUR candidate is out there and will present themselves at the right time. Until then, we
appreciate your continued prayers.
“Wait for the LORD; be strong and take heart and wait for the LORD.” – Psalm 27:14
In Christ,
Susan Daley
Pastoral Search Committee Chair

MEALS ON WHEELS
In view of the new restrictions for volunteers for Meals on Wheels, our church will NOT be delivering meals in
May. We hope to be able to continue this outreach mission when our name comes up on the volunteer list in
September.
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Finance Notes
MARCH 2020 FINANCIAL REPORT

May 2020

March 20

YTD

Budget Income

$18,051.25

$54,153.91

Budget Expense

$18,515.41

$55,546.23

Income

$

$

Expenses

$

No Data

$
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Happenings May Change As Needed

FFDO
No Dinner In
May

God’s
Busy Hands

Admin Meeting
Monday, May 18
5:30 pm

Tuesdays
1:00 - 3:00 pm

Council of
Ministry Teams
Monday, May 18
6:30 pm

Both Meetings may
be by Zoom

Choir

First Ringers

Thursdays

Thursdays

7:00 pm

5:45 pm

Exploring
Christian Faith
Study Group
Sunday 10:30 am
Choir Room
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May Birthdays and Anniversaries
God bless you on your
birthday and each day the
whole year through. May
all His blessings bring
you joy in everything you
do.
3. Carol Robertson
7. Andrew Butts
12. Jessica Robertson
Wegman
14. Leigh Myers
17. Martha Crookshank
20. Todd Wernecke

And may the many blessings
that have come from God
above fill your hearts with all
the joy of His enduring love.
Happy Anniversary.
1. Gerald & Peggy Ruff

2. Todd & Jennie Wernecke
25. Skip & Marsha Mower
26. Ronald & Janet Brownfield
29. James & Marilyn Jordan
Richard & Vicky Williams
30. Mark & Susan Schleeter

21. Melinda Bunselmeyer

Debbie Whitney
22. Emily Carter
Emma Cordts
Jerry Stemple
23. Matthew Cordts
25. Jill Hubbard
27. Cameron Malone

30. James Jordan
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First Church Sunday Morning

LITURGISTS

Date

9:00 AM Service

11:00 AM Service

May 3

Julie Keck

Sandy Harmison

May 10

Chuck Zweck

Wes Pietsch

May 17

Darla Welltmer

Kelli Fonseca

May 24

Julie Keck

Shirley Zimmerman

May 31

Sharon Butler

Wes Pietsch

May 3
May 10
May 17

Garry & Peggy Rueff

May 24

Dave & Pat Mahr

May 31
May 3

Sandy Harmison

May 10

Wes Pietsch

May 17

Kelli Fonseca

May 24

Shirley Zimmerman

May 31

Missy Bodizar

May 3

Chuck Zweck, Kristin
Hargrove, Robert & Penny
Butts

May 10

Gary Weiss, Marilee
Gordon, Sam & Erick
Hubband

May 17

Angel Wilson, Julie Keck,
Roberta Shull, Michelle
Hackay

May 24

Bill & Alice Huebner, Gary
Weiss, Tom Cordts

May 31

Mac Butler, Mike Koyak, Ted
& Darby Mitchel

Thank you to all who participate in these very important activities!
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May Calendar
Sun

Mon

3 9:00
Traditional
10:00 Fellow
ship Hour
11:00 Contemporary

10 9:00

Tue

11 7:00

18

Wed

Thu

5 1:00 God’s 6

7 5:45 Bell

Busy Hands

Choir

7:00 Al-Anon

Traditional
Property
10:00 Fellow Meeting
ship Hour
11:00 Contemporary

17 9:00

Happenings

Fri
1

2

8

9

Practice

8:00 AA

7:00 Choir
Practice

121:00 God’s 13

14 5:45 Bell 15

Busy Hands

Choir

7:00 Al-Anon
8:00 AA

7:00 Choir
Practice

191:00 God’s 20

21 5:45 Bell 22
Choir

24 9:00

261:00 God’s 27

28 5:45 Bell 29

Busy Hands

Choir

Traditional
10:00 Fellow
ship Hour
11:00 Contemporary

7:00 Al-Anon
8:00 AA

16

Practice

Traditional
5:30 Admin
Busy Hands
10:00 Fellow
ship Hour
6:30 Council 7:00 Al-Anon
11:00 Con8:00 AA
temporary

25

Sat

23

Practice
7:00 Choir
Practice

30

Practice
7:00 Choir
Practice

31 9:00
Traditional
10:00 Fellow
ship Hour
11:00 Contemporary

February
May
20202019
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First Congregational UCC
3465 N. MacArthur Rd.
Decatur, IL 62526-1450

2020 Church Goals
Your Council of Ministry Teams has approved the following 2 goals for 2020

2020 Church Goals
•

Goal No. 1— Hire a new pastor for the church.

•

Goal No. 2—Instituting new fellowship programs for working women, men and young families

