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Pastor Dave Taylor

From the Pastor
In the movie “Saving Private
Ryan”, during World War II, an
Army captain leads seven men on
a dangerous mission to bring back
a soldier from the front lines. Private Ryan’s three brothers have
been killed in the war, and an order has come down the chain of
command to go and get the last brother, so that his mother will be
spared the heartbreak of losing all her sons. The captain, reflecting on
the dangers, observes, “This Ryan better be worth it. He better go
home and cure a disease or invent a longer-lasting light bulb or something.”
The good news of the gospel is that each of us, as a child of God,
is “worth it”—even if we never cure a disease or invent a longer-lasting
light bulb. In Luke 15:1-10, Jesus responds to those who grumble because he eats with sinners. He tells the story of a shepherd who has
lost a sheep and who leaves the ninety-nine to search for the one.
It’s easy to think of the lost only as those in dire trouble or those who
do not know God, but a part of every person is “lost.” God sees the
smallest lost parts within each of us and seeks to return us to wholeness. We humans sometimes pride ourselves on seeing the big
picture. God, however, deals in the small pictures: the lost sheep, the
lost coin, the lost son, the tax collector, the sinner, the lowliest army
private, you, and me. When we are found, God joins our smallness
to the infinitely big picture of God’s perfect love and justice that connects and heals all.
Come join us for worship, fellowship and Christian Education
on Sundays at
9:00AM for our Traditional Service and children’s Sunday School
11:00AM for our Contemporary Service and at 10:00AM for our
faith growing Sunday School and Bible Study opportunities for youth
and adults.
10:00AM discover a new friend or renew a current friendship visiting
over delicious refreshments in Fellowship Hall.
Come discover God as the Holy One seeks out the “lost” among us
all and with God’s transforming love makes each of us “worth it” as
Children of God.

Prayer: God of the lost, help us remember that you love and seek after
each one of us as we are. May we remember that through your grace
and love we are all “worth it.” Amen
Pastor Dave

CONGRATULATIONS!
We celebrate the marriages of:
- Tracy Jeffers and Joseph Bauer – who were united in
marriage, June 22, 2013 at Sharon United Methodist Church;
and
- Becky Cheatham and Jonathan Moore – who were united in
marriage, June 29, 2013 at First Congregational United Church
of Christ;
and
- Christen Taylor and Kelly Cantrell – who were united in
marriage, July 27, 2013 at First Congregational United Church of
Christ;
and
- Chris Taylor and Cloyce Michael – who were united in
marriage, August 3, 2013 at First Congregational United Church
of Christ;
and
- Catlin Tribout and Dave Schrein – who were united in
marriage, September 1, 2013 at Fred W. Symmes Chapel –
Pretty Place Chapel – Cleveland, South Carolina.
We offer our best wishes for many happy and loving years together in their marriage. May God continue to bless them this
day and through out their lives.

Our Sympathy
We offer our love and prayers:
- to the family of Justin Whitney, who passed away from this
life to life eternal in Jesus Christ.
Justin was the son of Bruce Whitney, step son of Debbie
Whitney, step brother of Jennifer (Desmond) Schoonover
and Katie Slingerland and uncle to Luchas, Chase and
Conner Schoonover as well as many other family relations
and friends. Justin’s Celebration of Life service in Decatur
was held August 10, 2013, at First Congregational United
Church of Christ;
and
- to the family of Juanita Trimmer, who passed away from this
life to life eternal in Jesus Christ.
Juanita was the wife of Jerry Trimmer, mother of Mark
Daley and mother-in-law of Susan Daley and grandmother
of Jillian and Mitchell Daley as well as well as many other
family relations and friends. Graveside Memorial service
was held August 21, 2013, at Macon County Memorial
Park;
and
- to the family of Elizabeth Burcham, passed away from this
life to life eternal in Jesus Christ.
“Betty” was First Congregational Church’s secretary for 28
years – a number of years ago. Betty’s family includes
grand and great grand children and other family members.
Graveside Memorial service was held September 11, 2013
at Mount Zion Cemetery.
We give thanks for the lives of Justin, Juanita and Elizabeth and
that they are with Christ in Eternal Life. We remember each of
these families with our love and caring support and we pray
God’s comforting spirit be with all who loved these special
persons.

IMPORTANT REMENDER
All people/groups using the church building must make out a
“Building Use Application/Agreement”. Copies of the “Policy
Statement” and “Building Use Application/Agreement” are
available in the church office. This applies to both church
members and non-members. This, however, does not apply
to ministries using the church for church functions. People
using the church for weddings must make out a different
form.

Adult Program News
Save the Date(s) - Mark your calendars for our annual Thanksgiving
Dinner. It will be held Sunday, November 17 at 5:00.
The Progressive Dinner will take place on Saturday, December 7 at
5:00.
Look for more information in the upcoming newsletters.
Our ministry is looking for homes to host the Progressive Dinner. We
will continue with our format of only two courses, appetizers and
desserts. If you would like to host one of the courses or want more
information on what all is involved, please call Alfreda Tribout,
877-9896.

DECATUR AREA CHURCH WOMEN UNITED
Did you know that our Church belongs to the Church Women
To catch the reader's attention, place an
United here in Decatur? I surely hope so as I was the State
President
1998 - 2002sentence
and was very
to announce
interesting
or proud
quote
from theI was a
member of First Congregational United Church of Christ in Destory
here.
catur when I traveled all over
IL and
to meetings held in Toronto,
Canada, New York, Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky and Wisconsin. Some had not heard of our congregation but believe me
they knew after they met me.
Our Human Rights Celebration was in Sept and now for our October 14th meeting, we will meet at 9:00 AM (for refreshments)
and begin our Representatives meeting and Bible Study at
9:30. This will be held at the First Evangelical Lutheran Church,
250 W. Decatur St. We are usually through by 10:30 or so. Do
you have an hour and half you could spare and come along with
me? Polly Bilyeu gives a wonderful Bible Study leading us to
our next celebration "World Community Day" which will be held
on Nov. 1, at 1:00 PM at the New Salem Baptist Church, 1415
Edward St. All are welcome to attend our meetings. The last
one for the year will be our luncheon on December 9th Monday,
at 12:00 noon held at the Mt. Zion Presbyterian Church, 345 W.
Main St. in Mt. Zion. This is always a fun time and very delicious luncheon along with Installation of Officers for 2014.
I am currently serving as the Vice President after serving as
President for 9 years. Please let me know if you would like to
ride along with me.
Darla Weltmer 877-7008 Lmweltmer@juno.com

NEIGHBORS IN NEED
The Neighbors in Need offering, is one of the five special offerings
collected by the United Church of Christ. NIN which we will receive on
November 3rd supports the UCC's ministries of justice and compassion throughout the United States. Two-thirds of the offering is used
by the UCC's Justice and Witness Ministries to fund a wide array of
local and national justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service projects. Through UCCTakeAction.org, our national Justice and
Witness Ministries office offers resources, news updates, and action
alerts on a broad spectrum of justice issues. Working with members
of the UCC Justice and Peace Action Network (a network of thousands of UCC justice and peace advocates), Justice and Witness
continues its strong policy advocacy work on issues such as the federal budget, voting rights, immigration, health care, hate crimes, civil
liberties, and environmental justice. Neighbors in Need also supports
our American Indian neighbors in the UCC. One-third of the offering
supports the UCC's Council for American Indian Ministries (CAIM).
Historically, forebears of the UCC established churches and worked
with Lakota, Dakota, Nakota, Mandan, Hidatsa, Arickara, and Hocak
in North and South Dakota, Wisconsin, and northern Nebraska. Today
there are 20 UCC congregations on reservations and one urban, multi
-tribal UCC congregation in Minneapolis, Minnesota. These churches
and their pastors are supported by CAIM. CAIM is also an invaluable
resource for more than 1,000 individuals from dozens of other tribes
and nations who are members of other UCC congregations in the
U.S. Neighbors in Need helps make another world possible.
Prayerfully consider a donation on November 3rd.

Kroger Cards
Our Kroger rebate checks so far this year:

Jan. 29
May 31
Aug. 13
Total ytd

$157.35
$208.80
$195.75
$561.90

When we reach $5,000 or more in reloads, Kroger issues a check for
3% of all the reloads. Kroger cards are, or course, still available for
purchase for $20 in the church office or from me.
Jeanette Flenner

THANK YOU
Thank you to these volunteers who helped deliver Meals on Wheels
the week of September 3-6:
Bill and Martha Crookshank
Clarence and Carolyn Elliott
Bill and Alice Huebner
Charles Zweck
Meals on Wheels is continually recruiting volunteers to help with the
program. First Congregational UCC always provides volunteers to deliver meals the week of Labor Day. However, Meals on Wheels now
requires all volunteers to complete a Background Check and to read
and sign a statement regarding Elder Abuse and Confidentiality/Code
of Ethics. If you think you may have time to help with this service and
are willing to complete the background check paperwork, please mark
“Meals on Wheels” on the time and talent sheet in this fall’s stewardship packet. Sue Bunselmeyer will call on you next August to arrange
a day for you to help with this mission. Thank you.

I'd like to thank the Board and the Church in behalf of myself and the
Beginner's AA Group that meets on Tuesday nights at the church. You
allowed us to have an early meeting before our regular meetings during the month of April, and we really appreciated you letting us do
that. It was basically an introduction to the 12-Steps of Recovery and
it went very well. We had to do some figuring before knowing what we
can contribute to the church, We had some bills to pay for the books
we used for those workshops. It has all evened our now and we're
able to give the church $50 - so thanks again for the use of your facility.
Sincerely, Carla S
Thank you to everyone for the cards, kind words, and support upon the
passing of Mark’s mother, Juanita Trimmer. We appreciate all of you
and feel very blessed to have such wonderful people surrounding us
during this time.
Mark, Susan, Jillian and Mitchell Daley

THANK YOU
Dear Pastor Dave and church family,
Thank you for sending me to Spirit Camp. I had fun doing archery,
pool games, and card games 2 times. In card games I did Card Wars
and Slap Rat and in crafts I did moonsand and spinners. And learned
about the Bible. And I did polar bear swimming. Polar bear swimming
is when you get up at 6:00 in the morning and go swimming in freezing
water for a half hour. I had fun at Spirit Camp.
God Bless you/James Huckile

Dear Pastor Dave and Church family,
Thank you for sending me to Spirit Camp. I had another great year
there.
Campers choice is an activity that we get to choose
everyday. Tuesday, I did juggling. Wednesday, I did juggling
again. Thursday, I went to dance class where we learned the dance
moves to Party In The U.S.A. Friday, I did Archery. We ate from a
buffet and ate food like pizza, chicken sandwiches, tacos, all kinds of
desserts, and many other foods. In arts and crafts I made a bouncy
ball, a bag of moonsand, and a lanyard. I was in cabin 5 with my 2
favorite counselors Erin and Audrey. We played games, told ghost
stories, and played soft music to fall asleep to. Every day we had
worship for an hour. Every night we had campfire where we ended the
day with a prayer and sung songs. Friday, we went up to the cross
and took Holy Communion and sang "Our God Is An Awesome
God." Thanks again for sending me to Spirit Camp.
God Bless you all,
Christina Huckile

Sun

Mon

Church Services

Tue

Wed

1
2
1:00 God’s Busy
Hands
4:45-7:15
7:00 Adult Choir 7:30 Cho
7:00 Al-anon
8:00 AA

9:00 Traditional
11:00 Contemporary Worship
7

8
9
1:00 God’s Busy
Hands
4:45-7:15
7:00 Adult Choir 7:30 Cho
7:00 Al-anon
8:00 AA

13

14
6:00 Worship/
music
7:00 Super
Monday

16
15
1:00 God’s Busy
4:45-7:15
Hands
7:00 Adult Choir
7:00 Al-anon
8:00 AA

20

21
7:00 Church
Council

22
1:00 God’s Busy
Hands
7:00 Al-anon
8:00 AA

23

28

29
1:00 God’s Busy
Hands
7:00 Al-anon
8:00 AA

30

6

Pastoral Card
Sale

27

4:45-7:15
7:30 Cho

4:45-7:15
7:30 Cho

Thu

Fri

Sat

3

4

5

11
W.F. Trip to
Elkart

12

5 LOGOS 5:45 First
oir
Ringers

10

5 LOGOS 5:45 First
oir
Ringers

Little Wedding

Little Rehearsal

17

18

19
7:30 am—1 pm
AA Founder’s Day
Event

25
8:30-4:00
Kiwanniannes

26

5 LOGOS 1:00 Book Club
5:45 First
Ringers

24
1:00 Set-up

5 LOGOS
oir
5:45 First
Ringers

31

5 LOGOS 5:45 First
oir
Ringers

12:00-5:00
Stacey Carter
Anniversary
Party

PLAYMATES PRESCHOOL
Playmates Preschool is back in session! We are blessed to have 22
children in our program this year! The 3 year olds will be talking about
our healthy bodies and how God made each of us special. At the end
of the month we will have a special apple day. The 4 year olds will be
talking about transportation and will have a day when they bring their
bikes to school. We look forward to serving these families and teaching the children about the love of Jesus!

“GOD LOVES IT WHEN
THE GIVER DELIGHTS
IN THE GIVING.”
2 Corinthians 9: 7

The 2014 Stewardship Campaign in Coming
The 2014 Stewardship Campaign is coming soon! During Coffee and
Fellowship Time, the Route Captains will pass out their Notebooks to
begin the First Congregational UCC Stewardship Campaign for the
year 2014. The notebooks will be passed to the members on the
route, ending at the Route Captain’s.
Prayerfully consider the items in the notebook and pass it on to the
next family within 24 hours.
We will be mailing packets to those shut-ins, members living out of
town and other members unable to participate in the relay. Again this
year, we will use ONE Time and Talent Sheet for two members in a
family.
Alice Huebner, Nominating/Stewardship Ministry

Youth
Mission
Trip
Singers

Children’s
Message

Rally Day

You’re Invited!!
Please join us for an open house, hosted by their children, to celebrate
The 50th Anniversary of Everett and Shirley Kuhn
On Sunday, October 13th from 2-5pm
At the Beach House in Decatur.
All are welcome.
No gifts please, your presence is their present.
Please RSVP to Susan at sdaley2@gmail.com or 217-855-2472.

AUGUST 2013 FINANCIAL REPORT

Budget Income

Aug 13
$17,568.17

YTD
$140,545.36

Budget Expense

$17,685.50

$141,484.00

Income

$12,718.80

$126,197.44

Expenses

$12,535.50

$118,455.04

First Congregational United Church of Christ
2013 Foods Resource Bank Growing Project
Join us for our eighth

Harvest Celebration
Sunday, September 29
Harvest Blessing Service --1:00 PM
Ride in the combine, visit with friends,
enjoy a pork sandwich,
and help us celebrate the harvest
of our corn growing project.
Bring a lawn chair and dress for the weather.
This harvest will benefit a Foods Research Bank
sustainable food program in Kenya.

To locate FRB growing
project field at the
Bunselmeyer Family Farm: go 2 miles
north of Forsyth on Highway 51; turn left
(west) on Wise Road 2 more miles and
follow signs to project site.

Youth Can Collection Campaign
The Youth are collecting aluminum cans this summer
to raise money for Youth Activities. We are going to
make it easy for you to help us. All you have to do is drop off your aluminum cans behind the church on Sunday morning, and the Youth will
store them until we get enough to take in. Put your cans in a plastic or
a paper bag and place them in the designated area behind the church.
The Youth will do the rest. We want to thank you in advance for helping to support the Youth of First Congregational United Church of
Christ.

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!
The Youth are now on facebook. Do you want to keep up with what
the Youth Group is doing? Like us on facebook to receive updates
about all of our upcoming events, projects, missions, and activities!
Stay informed and help us spread the word!
Find us and like us at FCUCC Decatur Youth .

Ready for a Relaxing Read?
Need a good book to cozy up with during the upcoming winter months?
Need a treat to snack on and satisfy that sweet tooth? Mark your calendar: The Youth’s Second Annual Book and Bake Sale is Saturday,
September 28th from 8 am – 2 pm in Fellowship Hall. Stock your reading pile and your cookie jar with one-stop shopping.
If you have books to donate, please place them in one of the collection
boxes that are located around the Church. Clean out those cluttered
bookshelves and help the Youth Group.
Are you more of a baker than a bibliophile? We are also seeking donations of small baked goods (especially those mini bread loaves which
were such a hot seller last year).
Contact Joe Moretti
ajmo40@comcast.net or 217/433-0522) if you will be one of our Baking
Saints. Thank you for your continued support of our Church’s Youth.

It's LOGOS Time!!!
Plans are underway for our thirteenth year of LOGOS at First Church.
Regular program will start on Wednesday, September 25. The Theme
will be Child of God (not Crazy Hats).
MOST IMPORTANY—the LOGOS times will change to 4:45-7:15 (no
longer 4:15 start time). We are hoping this will allow all our children/
youth to arrive on time.

Butter Braid Fundraiser PROPOSED
October 9 – November 13
(delivery 11/25)

31. Mark Jaberg

God bless you on your birthday
and each day the whole year
through. May all His blessings
bring you joy in everything you
do.
2.
4.
5.
6.
7.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
26.
27.
28.
29.
31.

Sophia Grandon
Maxine Taylor
Stephen Hill
Todd Clark
Alfreda Tribout
Don Meritt
Donna Druessel
Cynthia Gann
Jean McCane
Jennah Baltimore
Coltin Anderson
Seth Young
Brett Walker
Peter Jaberg
Ronald Palmer
Megan Reininger
Bobbie Taylor
Brylynne Riewski
Frank Smith
Marilyn Jordan
Sam Yonan
Meghann Wollitz
Amy Leman
Don Moster
Robert Ruehrup
Christina Huckile
Mary Beck
Kathryn Reyman
Breanna Kelley
Fred Alburtis
Tyler Brownfield
Tracy Johnson
Julie Senger
William Crookshank

WEDDING
ANNIVERSARIES:
And may the many blessings
that have come from God
above fill your hearts with all
the joys of His enduring love.
Happy Anniversary!
4. Ted & Darby Mitchell
7. Charles & Ann Stringer
10. Joe Moretti & Maureen
Ruski
11. Mark & Susan Daley
12. Everett & Shirley Kuhn
David & Mary Anne Logan
20. John & Ashley Lofland
21. Don & Debbie Moster
22. Carl & Rikki Brady
23. Robert & Betty Henry
26. Mark & Ellen Henry
30. Stephen & Jamie Hill

OCTOBER

FIRST SERVICE
VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE
OCTOBER 6
LITURGIST: Chuck Zweck
FLOWERS: Ev & Shirley Kuhn
COFFEE: Darla & Lynn Weltmer
USHERS/GREETER: Paul & Ruth
DeBruine
OCTOBER 13
LITURGIST: Judi Carpenter
FLOWERS: Gerry & Peggy Ruff
COFFEE: Judi & Dave Carpenter
USHERS/GREETER: Sheila
Mannweiler, Darla Weltmer, Don &
Dee Wenneker
OCTOBER 20
LITURGIST: Bobbie Taylor
FLOWERS: Lois Shelton
COFFEE: Todd & Christina Clark
USHERS/GREETER: Sandi Pleasants, Dave & Mariene Gant, Sandy
Cummings
OCTOBER 27
LITURGIST: Bill Huebner
FLOWERS: Don & Dee Wenneker
COFFEE: Sandy Pleasants & Mary
Harmman
USHERS/GREETER: Kristin Hargrove, Frank & Shelly Smith,
Marilee Gordon

SECOND SERVICE
VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE
OCTOBER 6
USHER/GREETER: Maureen
Ruski
REFRESHMENTS: Marureen
Ruski
OCTOBER 13
USHER/GREETER: Mike Koyak
REFRESHMENTS: Mike Koyak
OCTOBER 20
USHER/GREETER: Betty
Wheatley
REFRESHMENTS: Betty
Wheatley
OCTOBER 27
USHER/GREETER: Bruce &
Debbie Whitney
REFRESHMENTS: Bruce &
Debbie Whitney

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP
We will once again be on the road in October. On Friday, October 11th we will travel to Elkhart, IL and have lunch at the
Wild Hare Café. We plan on leaving the church at 11:00
a.m. There is an Antique store attached to the café and
several others close by. If you would like, we can also Stop in
Lincoln on the return trip to visit some stores there. This is a
pretty drive and Mother Nature should be putting on a display
of fall colors by then. Please let Marilee Gordon, Darla
Weltmer or Sandy Cummings know if you are planning on
joining us and if you can drive. Please mark your calendars for
the special events on November 8th and December 13th. Bette
Fankhauser will present a program on the bells the church has
in November and our Christmas Tea and program will be on
December 13th.

