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Important Contacts in the Church 

 
Pastor:  Rev. Ryan Travis, 217-413-4272 
Email: pastorryan@firstchurchdecatur.org  
Prayer Chain:  Bette Fankhauser , 217-877-6723 
Email: blfankhauser@comcast.net 
Playmates Preschool:   
Newsletter Editor:  Bill Huebner, 217-876-1446 
Email: wshuebner.editor@prodigy.net 

Our Mission is to worship God,  

Welcome all who seek God, and 

Express our faith in our actions. 

Church Contact Information: 

3465 N. MacArthur Rd. 

Decatur, IL 62526 

Telephone:  877-2216        

Email:  firstchurchdecatur@sbcglobal.org 

Website:  www.firstchurchdecatur.org 

Office Hours:  Mon. –Thursday, 8:00-4:30 

Congregational Comments is a publication of 1st Congregational UCC, 3465 N. MacArthur Rd., Decatur, IL.  62526-1450.  Published monthly, it is used to keep its members informed 

about programs of the church and to report news about First Church’s people 
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 Pastor’s Column – October 2020 

Celebrating Communion 

  

On October 4 – World Communion Sunday – we will be celebrating Holy Communion 
in the traditional service. (We will do the same for the contemporary service on Octo-
ber 7.)   Those who join us in the sanctuary on Sunday (pavilion on Wednesday), and 
those who are following us on livestream, will be able to take part.  Those who gather 
in person will share from pre-packaged Communion elements that come in the form of 
individualized bread and grape juice. These items will be distributed to you as you en-
ter the sanctuary (pavilion), and you will take them to your seats with you to consume 
during the time of Communion. Due to COVID concerns, we will not be passing trays 

down the rows, nor we will be coming forward to receive the elements. Those joining us live from home are 
encouraged to have small pieces of bread/crackers along with small amounts of wine/grape juice on a table in 
front of their screens while participating with us live. 

We know that Holy Communion is something special.  If we were asked why we celebrate Commun-
ion, some of us could piece together an answer. But if we were asked what happens during Communion, 
most of us probably wouldn’t be sure. It’s okay not to know exactly what happens in the metaphysical sense 
because Communion is, after all, a sacred mystery. Nobody knows exactly what happens, but that doesn’t 
mean there isn’t a theological framework to guide us.   

The United Church of Christ is a merger of several different streams of Christian thought. When these 
diverse groups came together in 1957, each brought its own understanding of Communion with them. Over 
the years, as clergy from one stream began serving congregations from another, the general sense of what 
we believed about Communion was diminished. The merger was positive on a number of fronts, still the 
blending of theological traditions sometimes makes it hard for us to express the purpose of why we do certain 
things. For instance, when I went to the UCC homepage to read about Communion, it said a lot about how we 
celebrate Communion but little about what we believe is taking place. To get a clearer understanding of what 
happens when we celebrate the sacrament, we have to look at our history. 

First Church, as our official name expressly states, is foremost a Congregational church.  As your pas-
tor, I often draw upon our Congregationalist identity to guide us when questions of faith and polity arise. Con-
gregationalists are historically part of the Reformed movement. This is a roundabout way of saying that John 
Calvin is our theological ancestor, one we share with Presbyterians and host of other church bodies.  John 
Calvin, along with Martin Luther and Ulrich Zwingli, were the Reformers from whom the first Protestant 
churches emerged. Calvin, Luther, and Zwingli each had a different understanding of what transpired during 
Communion. To a great extent these differences remain today – and all three are present within the UCC.   

In our Reformed theology, the bread and wine do not change when the words of institution are said.  
This differs from Roman Catholics and Lutherans, who believe the bread and wine become the body and 
blood of Jesus Christ in a literal sense.  By contrast, we proclaim that Jesus Christ comes to us in a spiritual 
way in Communion and serves as our host, offering himself to us to strengthen, uphold, and forgive us. Jesus 
does not “come down” to us, but rather in a supernatural way, we are “lifted up” spiritually to his presence in 
heaven. This supernatural sense of Christ being with us happens in the sharing and partaking of the bread 
and wine as we are united together in real-time as a community of believers.  Accordingly, the bread and wine 
are not simply a symbolic remembrance of Christ’s death, but very real proof that Jesus is with us here and 
now. The bread and wine become Christ’s body and blood in a spiritual rather than physical sense. 

 

           Continued on Page 3 
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Fall Bible Study - Romans 

 

            Continued from Page  2 

 
Because it is possible for persons to be gathered together in the sanctuary/pavilion, and to be con-

nected with others at the same time through electronic means, we are able to share Communion in both loca-
tions simultaneously. In spirit, we are all being “lifted up” to Jesus in heaven as we come into his presence 
sharing the bread and fruit of the vine.  Jesus is serving those at the church and those at home at the same 
time.   Likewise, when the pastor or authorized church representative takes Communion to those who are 
hospitalized or homebound, they are not re-enacting a Communion that occurred on a previous Sunday. Ra-
ther, they are celebrating Communion anew together with that person when sharing of the bread and wine 
they brought with them. 

 
If celebrating the sacrament from home on a Communion Sunday, it is important that you be connect-

ed to the broader church community via the livestream.  I discourage the idea of watching a recorded service 
and then self-communing at another day or hour. Being united together with the broader church at the same 
time is very important, especially given our understanding that Jesus is spiritually present with us when we 
share the elements in community. Ideally, we would all be in-person when receiving the sacrament, but we 
trust God allows us to make accommodations consistent with our theological heritage during extraordinary 
times like these.  

 
Whether in person or via livestream, know that Jesus Christ is present when we share the bread and 

wine, and that you receive forgiveness, grace, hope, endurance, power, and love each time you partake of 
this holy meal. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BIBLE STUDY 

 

Our weekly Bible study of Romans continues.  We’ve had more than 20 participants each week so far, and 

given that our study takes place over Zoom, there’s always room for more.  

  

The Meeting ID and Password remain the same every week.  On any given Tuesday, simply visit 

www.Zoom.com, click “Join a Meeting” and enter the following information: 

 

Meeting ID:  781 7672 3434 

Passcode: N5uRKu 

 

You may also join by telephone by calling (312) 626-6799 and entering Meeting ID 781 762 3434 and 

Passcode 846854.  (Note: If calling, long-distance rates may apply. Check with your carrier.) 

 

The sessions are recorded, so if you miss a week, simply look for the link in the Weekly Announcements, 
which are usually emailed on Thursdays. 
 

 
 

http://www.Zoom.com
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Information from Pastor Ryan  

MEET THE NEW FIRST PRAISE TEAM 

 

God has blessed us with youth who are passionate about music and who desire to service Christ and his 
church.  The first week of our trial of Contemporary Worship on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 drew 29 at-
tendees to the outdoor pavilion. Come out and praise God with us!  (In the event of inclement weather or cold 
weather, we will move indoors.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The new First Praise Team rehearses in the pavilion on Sept. 8. From left: Jack Knox, guitar; Rachel Smith, 
Cajon box drum; Makenzie Chalmers, tambourine (not broom!); and Gavin Butts, keyboard. 

 

PASTOR’S ROUNDTABLES 

Pastor Ryan has pledged to hold monthly roundtables with congregants to discuss issues important to them. 
All members are invited to attend. In light of COVID-19 protocols, Pastor Ryan is offering two opportunities 
this month – one virtual, and the other in-person.  You are asked to attend only one of the two sessions to 
allow all people an opportunity to take part. 

 

IN-PERSON:  Sunday, Oct. 25, from 10:15-11:15 a.m. outdoors in the pavilion after traditional worship. 
Masks and social distancing will be enforced. Please bring your own seat if possible. If unable, chairs will be 
provided.  

 

ZOOM:  Tuesday, Oct. 27, from 5:30-6:30 p.m. prior to Bible study. The Zoom link will be the same one as 
the Bible study’s and will published in the weekly announcements. Pastor Ryan plans to eat on this  call, and 
he invites you to have “virtual dinner” with him.    



Luise Burmeister 
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DOUBLE ANNIVERSARY FOR LUISE  

 
Some of you will remember Luise Burmeister.  She was a Ger-
man seminary student who did an internship at First Church 
with Rev. Wally Reifsteck in the early 1990s.  October 8 marks 
her 55

th
 birthday and the 25

th
 anniversary of her ordination into 

ministry.  If you would like to send her a note of celebration, 
her address is: 
The Rev. Luise Burmeister 
 Friderich Eber Strabe 15 
 67304 Eisenberg Pfatz 
 Germany 
 Her e-mail address is:   
luise.burmeister@t-online.de 
I am sure she would be thrilled to hear from her old First 
Church friends on her special day. 

Tonita and Pastor Wally Reifsteck, Bill and Alice Huebner and Luise Burmeiseter 

Met Luise in Germany in 2006 

mailto:luise.burmeister@t-online.de


Women’s Fellowship 
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Women’s Fellowship Rummage Sale Update 
 

Because the pandemic still influences our behavior and because we are all still at risk, we have decided to 
postpone the annual rummage sale until next summer.  But please continue to save items for that event.  
Please note that we ask you NOT to include anything that is broken or clothing that isn’t in good condition.  
Sorting and staging the sale is a lot of work and this will help.  Thank you! 

 
Judi Carpenter 
Women’s Fellowship  
Secretary and rummage sale coordinator 
 
 
 
 

 

THANKSGIVING/VETERAN’S LUNCHEON 

 

It is not clear yet if we will have the Thanksgiving/Veterans' Luncheon.  The tentative date is Sunday,        No-
vember 8th.  We will have more information as we get closer to that date.   

Julie Keck  



Thank You 
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THANK YOU  

 
I would like to Thank you for the many cards and comforting prayers with the passing of my son, Michael 
Merrett. 

Norma Lingenfelter 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU 

 

" I want to thank everyone for their prayers, calls and cards sent to me for my recent surgery.  They meant so 
much to me and I can't thank you enough!" 

  

God's Blessings, Jennie Wernecke 

 

 
 



Growing Hope Globally 
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Growing Project October Update  

We continue celebrating our church’s 15
th

 Growing Hope Globally 

Growing Project. This is the fifth update for the growing season.   

 

Our corn field has accumulated 2979 growing degree 

units since planting, which is tracking about 122 heat 

units below the five-year average. (If you have been 

following along, we were progressing ahead last month. 

How quickly the cooler weather has shifted crop pro-

gress!) Last month the crop was in the milk stage and 

as you can see by the chart, we have progressed to 

maturity. Our last moisture check for our corn field was 

28% moisture. The goal is to have grain taken to the 

elevator around 16%. We have the capability to dry our 

corn, but that costs money. So, we wait for Mother Na-

ture to continue to dry the corn, decreasing moisture a 

little more prior to harvesting.   

 

 

Due to the continual Covid-19 situation, we are unable to have our harvest celebration at the field this year. 

We are embracing this disappointment as a challenge to create a harvest blessing during a church service 

this fall. More details to come. Meanwhile, you are still able to contribute to our Growing Hope Globally pro-

ject by marking your donation envelope accordingly and help grow lasting solutions to hunger. 

Reproductive Stage What is happening with the kernels and the ear? 

R1 Silking Pollen lands on silk and pollinates or fertilizes so the ovule becomes a ker-
nel. 

R2 Blister Corn achieves maximum ear length and kernels look like a ‘blister’ (being 
85% moisture.) 

R3 Milk Kernels are 80% moisture, starting to display color (our hybrid will have 
yellow kernels.) 

R4 Dough Kernels are one-half their mature dry weight and a ‘dough’ like consisten-
cy. 

R5 Dent A hard starch layer surrounds the kernel’s soft core. As the core loses 
moisture, an indentation or ‘dent’ forms at the top of the kernel. 

R6 Mature The milk line or starch layer has reached the kernel tip and causes a 
‘black layer’ to form. We then wait for adequate moisture to harvest. 
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Finance Notes 

AUGUST  2020 FINANCIAL REPORT 
   

    Aug  20       YTD 

Budget Income  $18,051.25           $144,410.00  

Budget Expense  $18,515.41           $148,123.28 

Income   $13,583.00           $124,188.74 

Expenses   $7,456.88                  $113,163.02 



Happenings 
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God’s  
Busy Hands 

 
Tuesdays 

 
1:00 - 3:00 pm 

FFDO 

No Dinner In 

October 

 

Admin Meeting 

Monday,                

October 19 

5:30 pm 

 

Council of       

Ministry Teams 

Monday,                

October 19 

6:30 pm 

 

 

Exploring 

Christian Faith 

Study Group  

 

Postponed Until 

Further Notice 

Choir Room 

 

 

Choir 
Postponed 

Until  Further      

Notice 



October Birthdays and Anniversaries  

God bless you on your 
birthday and each day the 
whole year through.  May 
all His blessings bring 
you joy in everything you 
do.           

And may the many blessings 
that have come from God 
above fill your hearts with all 
the joy of His enduring love. 
Happy Anniversary. 
 
 

4. Ted & Darby Mitchell 

10. Joe Moretti & Maureen 

Ruski 

11. Mark & Susan Daley 

12. Everett & Shirley Kuhn 

20. John & Ashley Lofland 

21. Don & Debbie Moster 

 

 

 

 

6.  Todd Clark 

 Alfreda Tribout 

7.   Don Merritt 

17. Ronald Palmer 

19. Bobbie Taylor 

20. Frank Smith 

21. Marilyn Jordan 

23. Amy Leman 

 Don Moster 

24. Robert Ruehrup 

 Christina Huckile 

25. Alex Miller 

 Erick Hubbard 

26. Mary Beck 

28. Tracy Johnson 

31. Mark Jaberg 
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First Church Sunday Morning 

LITURGISTS 

Date 9:00 AM Service 6:30 PM Service 

   

October 4 Chuck Zweck  

October 11 Sharon Butler  

October 18 Penny Butts  

October 25 Julie Keck  

   

   

October 4 Gerry & Peggy Ruff  

October 11 Ev & Shirley Kuhn  

October 18 Betty Henry  

October 25 Don & Dee Wenneker  

   

October 4 No  

October 11 Fellowship  

October 18 Hour  

October 25   

   

   

October 4 Mike &  Toni Longstreet  

October 11 Mack Butler & Chuck 

Zweck  

 

October 18 Paul DeBruine & Robert 

Butts 

 

October 25 Angel Wilson & Michelle 

Hackney  

 

   

   
Thank you to all who participate in these very important activities! 
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October Calendar 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4  

9:00 

Traditional 

Service 

5 6 

1:00 God’s 

Busy Hands 

7:00 Al-Anon 

8:00 AA 

7 

6:30  

Contempo-
rary Service 

8 9 10 

11 

9:00 

Traditional 

Service 

12 

7:00        

Property  

Ministry 

13 

1:00 God’s 

Busy Hands 

7:00 Al-Anon 

8:00 AA 

14 

6:30  

Contempo-

rary Service 

15 16 17 

18 

9:00 

Traditional 

Service 

19 

5:30 Admin 

6:30 Council 

Of Ministry 

Teams 

20 

1:00 God’s 

Busy Hands 

7:00 Al-Anon 

8:00 AA 

21 

6:30  

Contempo-

rary Service 

22 23 24 

25 

9:00 

Traditional 

Service 

26 27 

1:00 God’s 

Busy Hands 

7:00 Al-Anon 

8:00 AA 

28 

6:30  

Contempo-

rary Service 

29 30 31 



  

   
2020 Church Goals 

 

Your Council of Ministry Teams has approved the following 2 goals for 2020 

 2020 Church Goals 

• Goal No. 1— Hire a new pastor for the church. 

• Goal No. 2—Instituting new fellowship programs for working women, men and young families 

First Congregational UCC 

3465 N. MacArthur Rd. 

Decatur, IL 62526-1450 


