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Pastor Dave Taylor
FROM THE PASTOR
Our children, teens and adults
(all of us) are being bombarded
daily with powerful messages.
Buy this, fear that, depend on
this, trust this drug or cosmetic,
this car will make you better,
don’t trust those people, and
even worse, hate them They are
getting plenty of negative messages about what not to believe in.
As a community of faith, we are holding a sacred duty and
an awesome opportunity in our hands. Through our Sunday School
and LOGOS classes, our fellowship groups, Bible Studies, worship
and outreach, we learn and we teach that there is a much larger vision – God’s vision and love. Something to believe in and belong
to…a community of Jesus Christ.
Here are some highlights of opportunities at First Church to
grow and learn, to be a part of community, to heal, to worship and
sing, to help others in no particular order:
 First, music. This is the perfect time to try out some aspect
of the music ministry of the church: join the Chancel Choir, the
Bell Choir, or our Praise Band, or simply try singing out more on
Sunday morning. Just let your heart sing!
 Second, look over all the options for worship at 9 and 11
am, Sunday School and Christian Education for all ages.
Our children’s Sunday School classes will begin Sept. 7th. Worship regularly and be nourished. Give in to that little nudge of the
Holy Spirit and try one of the small group Bible Study classes.
We have classes for all ages. No prior experience necessary!
Sundays at 10 AM you can also pick up delicious treats on
your way to class or relax and visit with a friend in the Fellowship Hall.
 Third children, youth, families, all First Church members
and friends check out our RALLY DAY Sept 7 12:30 PM..
There’ll be food, fun games, prizes, and a great time for visiting
with your friends. Invite your friends and family – everyone!.
Come have a GREAT TIME at First Church’s Rally Day!!
 Fourth, don’t forget the other great standing opportunities provided by our LOGOS youth program, Adult Ministries, Children’s Ministries and Youth Ministries; all of these and more are
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real gems in our midst. Sept. 10 will be our LOGOS program’s registration and Sept 17th will begin our great LOGOS program with
lots of opportunities for kids and adults. Watch the bulletin for more
information
*Fifth on Sept 21st at 1 PM will be our FRB Harvest Celebration
at the Bunselmeyer’s Farm. Join us as we dedicate the harvest of
our FRB plot to God and support a Foods Resource Bank Project
to fight hunger. Come share in great faith, fellowship and fun.
Watch the bulletin for more details.

Right now is a great time to invite someone to First Congregational
UCC.
The #1 reason people start going to a church is that someone invited
them. Not a minister, usually, but a friend, a coworker, a family member, a neighbor. And most of us know people who would be surprised
to learn that there is a church like ours, and who would welcome an
invitation. Thank you for all you do to create such a warm, accepting,
and vibrant place!
More than anything, I want you to find what tools you need to
nurture your spirituality, deepen your sense of community, and honor
God’s call in your life. So whether it’s learning new musical skills, discovering new spiritual understandings, volunteering your time to help
others, please take these few moments to peruse this newsletter and
the church website and make some choices. The old saying really is
true about your faith life, the more you put into it, the more you receive.
Come join us for worship and Christian Education - Sundays at
9:00AM for our Traditional Service and children’s Sunday School
11:00AM for our Contemporary Service and at 10:00AM for our
creative, faith growing Sunday School and Bible Study opportunities for youth and adults.
10:00AM discover a new friend or renew a current friendship visiting over delicious refreshments in Fellowship Hall.
This is an exciting time of new opportunities and growth at First
Church!. Come and be part of it!
Pastor Dave
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WEIRD ANIMALS
Where Jesus’ Love Is One-of-a-Kind
Matthew 19:14 - Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do
not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.”
Our VBS 2014 goal was to share the Word of God with as many children
as possible again this summer. We touched the lives of 33 children (24 families) and 51 youth and/or adult volunteers this year, along with the involvement of three ministries of the church. We had an exciting and action-packed
week! Many of you volunteered to be part of Weird Animals and we thank you
for your willingness to participate. We offered meals for our volunteers each
evening.
Each evening, all school-age children participated in Sing & Play Stampede (where we heard from Dr. Paws!) and The Tail End with Spotlight VBS .
The Crews rotated between One-of-a-Kind Bible Adventures, KidVid Cinema,
Untamed Games, Critter Cafe, and Imagination Station. Our Ozzy’s Preschool Park children joined in Sing & Play Stampede and had their own selfcontained program in their own area of the building, with their very own Tail
End. Families were invited to join us in the sanctuary for The Tail End where
we reviewed the day’s activities, sang songs, and watched our Spotlight VBS
video.
Music CDs were available for learning and enjoying the wonderful VBS
songs all year long!
Through our Operation Kid-to-Kid mission project, we helped provide
clean water for school children in India – sharing God’s love. During the
week, participants brought in monetary donations of all sizes – it all made a
difference. For just $2.50, a child in India could have clean water for a year at
school – plus a clean bathroom and a place to wash his/her hands every day!
Every time a monetary donation was made, we dropped a balloon into a Giant
Inflatable Water Glass. On Wednesday, each participant received an OK2K
Fold-Up Cup to take home as a reminder to pray for school children in India.
It’s the Golden Rule in action! Our congregation also had the opportunity to
donate towards this mission project. Thank you to Outreach Ministry for purchasing the project supplies.
We were truly blessed to have an AWESOME spirit-filled week again
this year! We were blessed by many monetary contributions, as well as time
and talents. We could not have done it without the support and prayers of
our church family. Thank you and God Bless you all! Co-Directors: Marsha Mower and Maureen Ruski
Sunday – Even when you feel left out…Jesus loves you! (Axl) Jesus heals ten
lepers. (Luke 17:11-19) “I am with you always, even to the end of age.” (Matthew
28:20)
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Monday – Even though you’re different…Jesus loves you! (Fern) Jesus reaches out to a Samaritan woman. (John 4:1-30) “For we are God’s masterpiece. He has
created us anew in Christ Jesus.” (Ephesians 2:10)
Tuesday – Even when you don’t understand…Jesus loves you! (Milton) Jesus washes the disciples’ feet. (John 13:1-17) “Do to others as you would like them to do to
you.” (Luke 6:31)
Wednesday – Even though you do wr ong…Jesus loves you! (Shr ed) J esus dies and
comes back to life. (Luke 22:47-24:12) “God…loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to take
away our sins.” (1 John 4:10)
Thursday – Even when you’r e afr aid…Jesus loves you! (Iggy) Ananias br avely helps
Saul. (Acts 9:1-19) “Don’t be afraid…Take courage. I am here!” (Matthew 14:27)

VOLUNTEERS: Howard/Nancy Beede, Missy/Rick Boldizar, Mindy
Bunselmeyer, Sharon Burbes, Dave Carpenter, Cassandra Cook, Hannah
Cordts, Jillian Daley, Jeanette/Mark Flenner, Christina Huckile, Katy Koyak,
Ashley Lofland, Pat Mahr, Lindsay Malone, Devon/Joe/Malone Moretti, Erica
Moster, Marsha Mower, Leigh Myers, Baylee Nichols, Kathy Richardson, Carol Robertson, Tommy Robertson, Robert Ruehrup, Maureen Ruski, Katie
Slingerland, Terry Stoa, Pastor Dave Taylor, Olivia Wernecke, Bruce/Debbie
Whitney, Sheila Witts-Mannweiler, Chuck Zweck


Children’s, Evangelism, and Outreach Ministries



Westminster and Mt. Zion Presbyterian Churches for collaborating
on set construction and to our workers Devon/Malone Moretti, Marsha Mower, Maureen Ruski, Kim Withrow



Thanks to our “transportation/re-assembly crew” Jeanette/Mark Flenner,
Brandon Janvrin, Dave Mahr, Marsha Mower, Austin/Braden Polley, Maureen Ruski



Special thanks to all who donated snacks/food and/or worked in the
kitchen for the volunteer staff meals (Judi Carpenter, Stacey Carter,




Paula Cordts, Betty Cummings,Aaron/Kari Danko, Ruth DeBruine, Peggy Druessel,
Carolyn Elliott, Bette Fankhauser, Jeanette Flenner, Marlene Gant, Natalie Harmison,
Betty Henry, Valerie Janvrin, Shirley Kuhn, Amy Leman, Norma Lingafelter, Laurel
Lorey, Darby Mitchell, Kathy Moore, Norma Morrison, Marsha Mower, Sandi Pleasants,



Kathy Richardson, Maureen Ruski, Shelley Smith, Ellen Starace, Darla Weltmer, Dee
Wenneker, Betty Wheatley, Sheila Witts-Mannweiler, Chuck Zweck)

KIDS: Ariahna Brown, Emery/Gehrig Bunselmeyer, Jasper Cook, Emma/Reed
Cordts, Kallissa/Noah Crocker, Mitchell Daley, Jacob/Noah/Olivia Harmison,
Madison Hicks, James Huckile, Isaiah Janvrin, Azrielle/Sage Lauper-Cook, Mya
Lofland, Cameron Malone, Madeline Michael, Logan Moster, Andrew Mower, Allie
Nichols, Lexy Oliver, Tyson Oros, Aalexia/Damjien Penny, Emmy Reynolds, Stratus Roberts, Chase Schoonover, Grace Stanley, Hazel Walters, Ava Wheeler
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I would like to thank the scholarship committee at First Congregational
United Church of Christ for the gracious gift of 500 dollars. This will
cover the cost of college and relieve a lot of my stress. I am so thankful
for the scholarship and I am very grateful to have such a loving church
family.
I will be beginning my first semester at Southern Illinois University at
Edwardsville this fall and it will be my fourth semester of college. I am
currently majoring in Elementary Education with the hope of entering
the Education program next year. I am so thankful for all of my church
family. Everyone has been so kind and loving throughout my entire
life. Thank you all so much for this gracious gift.
Olivia Wernecke
A thank you was also given by Zachary Wernecke

“FIVE PRACTICES OF FAITHFUL CONGREGATIONS”
SERMON SERIES BEGINS IN SEPTEMBER 7th
In a time when some churches focus more on activities than transformed lives, Robert Schnase reminds us that God's call to congregational fruitfulness is biblical to the core. People are searching for a
church shaped and sustained by Radical Hospitality, Passionate Worship, Intentional Faith Development, Risk-Taking Mission and Service,
and Extravagant Generosity. By improving these practices, we can fulfill our mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation
of the world. Come join us for this special 5 part sermon series.
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First Congregational United
Church of Christ
2014 Foods Resource Bank
Growing Project
Join us for our ninth

Harvest Celebration
Sunday, September 21
Harvest Blessing Service --1:00 PM
Ride in the combine, visit with friends,
enjoy a sandwich,
and help us celebrate the harvest
of our corn growing project.
Bring a lawn chair and dress for the weather.
This harvest will benefit a Foods Research Bank sustainable
food program in the developing world.

To locate FRB growing project field at the
Bunselmeyer Family Farm: Go 2 miles north of Forsyth
on Highway 51; turn left (west) on Wise Road,
2 more miles to field at farmstead.
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FIRST RINGERS
REHEARSALS
Rehearsals for First Ringers will resume
on Thursday, September 4th at 5:45 PM in
the fellowship hall.
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Keep Saturday, September 27 available for a work day at church.
We have a lot of work to do around the church. There is yard to
clean and get ready for winter, cleaning in the church and most of
all we want to paint the hallway in the lower level.

Bring your work cloths and painting equipment for this day.
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
8:00 TO ?
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Sun

Mon

Tue

1
9:00 Traditional
11:00 Contempo- Labor Day
rary Worship

2
3
1:00 God’s Busy
Hands
7:30 Adu
7:00 AA: Al-anon
8:00 AA

8
9:00 Traditional 6:00 Worship/
11:00 Contempo- Music
rary Worship
7:00 Property
SS starts
Rally Day

9 5-8:00 A. Hueb- 10
ner Fellowship
1:00 God’s Busy 7:30 Adu
Hands
7:00 AA: Al-anon
8:00 AA

7

14

15

9:00 Traditional
7:00 Church
11:00 ContempoCouncil
rary Worship

Wed

16
17
1:00 God’s Busy
Hands
7:30 Adu
7:00 AA: Al-anon
8:00 AA

21
22
9:00 Traditional
11:00 Contemporary Worship
1:00 Harvest Day

24
23
1:00 God’s Busy
7:30 Adu
Hands
7:00 AA: Al-anon
8:00 AA

28
29
9:00 Traditional
11:00 Contemporary Worship

30
1:00 God’s Busy
Hands
7:00 AA: Al-anon
8:00 AA
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Thu

Fri

Sat

4

5

6

12

13

19

20

lt Choir 5:45 First Ringers

11

lt Choir 5:45 First Ringers

18

lt Choir 1:00 Book Club in
Lounge
5:45 First Ringers

25

8 am—2 pm
Youth Book Sale
and Baked Goods

26

27
8:00 am
Church Work Day

lt Choir 5:45 First Ringers
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Three Churches…
Three long standing LOGOS programs…
Sharing together…
First Congregational United Church of Christ, Mt. Zion
Presbyterian Church, and Westminster Presbyterian
Church have been combining for joint learning/sharing
events and weekly program nights.
On September 24, the 3 LOGOS programs will meet together at Rock Springs Environmental Center for our 2nd
Annual evening of fun, fellowship, food, and mission (with
a little “friendly” competition). We will again be collecting
non-perishable food items that will be donated to the
Northeast Community Fund in Decatur in honor of World
Food Day October 16. We hope to “top” our 2013 total of
nearly 2000 items.
Each church will be collecting non-perishable food items
beginning September 1 through September 24. These will
be brought to Rock Springs, sorted, counted, and loaded
on a truck for delivery. The “winning” church will be the
recipient of a special trophy and bragging rights.
YOU ARE INVITED to join us in this a mission project!
Please bring your food items to church by September
24th. Thanks in advance for your support.
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Children’s Activities
The week of July14th four individuals from our church attended church
camp at Pilgrim Park in Princeton, IL. Those four individuals were:
Christina Huckile, James Huckile, Erica Moster and Logan Moster.
They experienced many fun faith filled activities but what comes to
mind as the most memorable to these campers are the friends they
have met and the lasting relationships that are made to support each
other as they grow in their faith. The most favorite activity that helps
them grow in their faith is worshipping at the big cross. The campers
also enjoyed swimming, talent show, dance class, and crafts. Christina, James, Erica, and Logan as well as Children's Ministry want to
THANK YOU, THE CONGREGATION, for the church camp scholarship that was provided so that each and every one of them could attend their favorite camp. Sunday September 7th these individuals
shared with you, the congregation, their own personal thank you note
as appreciation to attend church camp. Anyone who would like to help
support the church camp scholarship fund can make their check payable to the church and put the word CAMP in the memo. Any donations
are greatly appreciated.
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It's LOGOS Time!!!
Plans are underway for our fourteenth year of LOGOS at First Church.
It promises to be another fun, faith-filled year and it won't be the same
without YOU.





All children and youth in first through twelfth grades are invited and
encouraged to participate in LOGOS. We meet most Wednesday
nights September 17 through April 8, from 4:45 until 7:15.
Adults are invited to listen for God's call to you to serve this wonderful ministry in some way.
There will be a Sundae Wednesday gathering at 6:00 on September 10 for ALL volunteer staff and ALL families of children/
youth. We will share specifics of the program, go over important
information applicable to all participants, answer questions, introduce staff, register children and youth, and best of all - EAT ICE
CREAM SUNDAES! Please plan to join us.

If you have any questions, please contact co-directors Marsha Mower
and/or Maureen Ruski.

JULY 2014 FINANCIAL REPORT

Budget Income

July 14
$15,672.57

YTD
$109,707.99

Budget Expense

$17,414.05

$121,898.35

Income

$13,714.90

$118,104.49

Expenses

$13,336.12

$116,867.07
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ANNUAL BOOK AND BAKE SALE
The YOUTH are having a Baked Goods and a Used Book Sale on Saturday, September 20th between 8:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. in Fellowship
Hall. Please come and select your favorite books and delicious goodies. Yummy! All proceeds help to fund the annual youth mission trip
and youth activities.

Please assist the YOUTH by donating books you no longer need,
thereby enabling others to get enjoyment from reading them. Please
search your home for those books that you no longer need and place
your previously-read books in the boxes located in Fellowship Hall from
now until September 18th. Pick-up service can be arranged for large
donations. Contact Joe Moretti or any other member of the Youth Ministry/ Youth Group, if you have any questions.
Are you willing to volunteer by baking some treats? If so, please contact Joe Moretti or any other member of the Youth Ministry/Youth
Group. The YOUTH appreciate your willingness to donate any books
and freshly baked goods.

Youth Can Collection Campaign
The YOUTH are still collecting aluminum cans to raise money for Youth
Activities. Your can contributions help us raise approximately $200 a
year, which is very helpful.
Please continue to donate your aluminum cans in the designated area
behind the Church. Thank you for your continued support of the
YOUTH.
.
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Adult Program News
September 2014
Guys’ Night Out – July 19th was the First Congregational Pinewood
Derby Invitational and the results are in! In the adult division, Charlie
Tribout and the Pumpkinator took first place(for the second year in a
row) in the race with the fastest vehicle and Paul Debruine won fan
favorite. Our junior division winners were Jillian Daley with the fastest
car and Emery Bunselmeyer, who won the fan favorite vote. The winners received gift cards from Culvers and all of our junior division entrants were given a coupon, courtesy of Culvers, for a free scoop of ice
cream.

DECATUR AREA CHURCH WOMEN UNITED
The Decatur Area Church Women United will hold their Human Rights
Celebration on Monday, September 8th at the First Evangelical Lutheran Church, 250 W. Decatur St. at 9:00 AM. "Through God our Hands
can Protect" is the theme for this celebration. All are invited to attend
any of our Celebrations. Questions please contact Darla Weltmer 8777008.

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP
Women's Fellowship will meet on Friday, September 12th. Details will
be noted in the Bulletins so please mark your calendars and save the
date. We plan to visit the Northfork Museum and then have lunch at
the Main Hangar.

PLAYMATES PRESCHOOL OPENINGS
Playmates Preschool still has openings in their three and four year old
classes. If you know of anyone who may be interested, please have
them call the church office or our director, Amy Miller (876-9306) for
more information.
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WEDDING
ANNIVERSARIES:
And may the many blessings
that have come from God
above fill your hearts with all
the joys of His enduring love.
Happy Anniversary!

God bless you on your birthday
and each day the whole year
through. May all His blessings
bring you joy in everything you
do.
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Janice Kahila
Pam Mueller
3. Patty Stemple
5. Helen Johnson
Everett Kuhn
7. Doris Nees
9. Rikki Brady
Nathan Harmison
Roger Metzger
10. Gehrig Bunselmeyer
12. James Huckile
13. Marie Bauer
Thomas Cordts
Patrick Malone
Malone Moretti
14. Ronald Brownfield
17. Carolyn Jones
19. Kyle Brownfield
Tommy Robertson
20. Shelly Smith
21. Alyssa Baker
Sherry Palmer
Brandon Janvrin
22. Katie Hill
23. Aidan Seitz
24. Olivia Wernecke
27. Phyllis Campbell
Ashley Lofland
30. Beverly Capshaw
Brianna Senger

1. Charles & Alfreda Tribout
4. Gary & Kathy Ann Baker
7. Homer & Nancy Leoucis
8. Jerry & Patty Stemple
19. Howard & Nancy Beede
22. David & Pat Mahr
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SECOND SERVICE
VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE
SEPTEMBER 7
USHER/GREETER: Mark &
Jeanette Flenner
REFRESHMENTS: Jeanette
Flenner
SEPTEMBER 14
USHER/GREETER: Ashley
Lofland
REFRESHMENTS: Missy
Boldizar
SEPTEMBER 21
USHER/GREETER: Howard &
Nancy Beede
REFRESHMENTS: Howard &
Nancy Beede
SEPTEMBER 26
USHER/GREETER: Anna
Waller
REFRESHMENTS: Anna Waller

FIRST SERVICE
VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE
SEPTEMBER 7
LITURGIST: Amy Leman
FLOWERS: Betty Cummings
COFFEE:
USHERS/GREETER: Joe & Carol
Robertson, Chuck Zweck, Alexis
Fankhauser
SEPTEMBER 14
LITURGIST: Allen Gerhold
FLOWERS: Ned & Sandy
Cummings
COFFEE: Sandi Pleasants
USHERS/GREETER: Dave &
Marlene Gant, Dave Carpenter,
Darla Weltmer
SEPTEMBER 21
LITURGIST: Dee Wenneker
FLOWERS: Ron & Bonnie
Ruecker
COFFEE:
USHERS/GREETER: Paul & Ruth
DeBruine, Al & Ann Gerhold
SEPTEMBER 28
LITURGIST: Bonnie Ruecker
FLOWERS: Russ & Janet Tiede
COFFEE:
USHERS/GREETER: Kristin
Hargrove, Everett Kuhn, Marilee
Gordon, Dave Carpenter.
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